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PREFACE. 



It is now sixteen years since I Lad the honour of receiving 
the kind permission of that excellent philanthropist, the 
late Thomas Clarkson, Esq., to dedicate the first edition 
of this pamphlet to him, as a token of the profound respect 
which I entertained for hie public character, and my fii-ni 
conviction of his righteous devotion, through a long and 
arduous course, to the cause of Blave-abolition throughout 
the world. 

To his nunterouB admirers, the following letter, written 
to me, granting that permission, will he read with a 
melancholy interest, as showing under what painful dis- 
advantages ho performed hia appointed work, at the close 
of his useful public career r 

" Sir, — Being in my 82ud year, and in very declining health, 
and lame, and nearly blind, I feel it very troublesome to write 
a letter ; and yet I am uuwilling to allow yours to go unan- 
swered, which wiU be the case with all letters that come after 
nest week, by the advice of my medical attendants. 

".As to the dedication to me, I had rather been without it ; 
hut if you think it will do you good, you may use your own 
discretion about it. I have only one condiciou to make with 
you, which is, that nothing fulsome, or which borders npou 
flattery or panegyric, be seen in t\«i ie^ia.'Oi'iw. 



" I have just written, a. work, — I am sorry to say the last I 
shall have strength to write, — iu behalf of our oppreased 
brethren. Knowing it to he the last, it has called forth all 
my enei^ies ; and I have suffered rauoh from the severe labour 
and stretch of mind, which the writing of it haa occasioned, 
at my time of life. It ia designed for the American, and not 
for the English, reader; so that a few copies uf it only have 
been struck off here, and the rest have been sent to the 
United States, where the good is to he effected, and where two 
or three hundred thousaud copies will be printed. I have j ust 
heard that these copies have arrived at New York. May God 
give his blessing to the work ! 

" As the book ia not t«be had in England, you may take any 
extracts from it you please in your new work ; only take care 
that, by so doing, you do not make your own publication too 
large ; for people will not read a voluminous work. 
" I am, Sir, truly yours, 

" ThOXAS CliARKSOS." 

" Playford Hall, Mag 3, 1841. 
i* To Mr. William Day." 

Tbia letter gives a genuine picture of the good man's 
earnest devotion and resolute perseverance in the cause 
he had so deeply at heart. It will also serve as a mementfi 
of the glorious power of righteous principles, in stimu- 
lating into activity the genuine Chriatian, under obstacles 
too great for the mere worldling to have overcome ! 

Clarkson earned the substantial reward of true glory, 
and acquired laurels which will grow and bloom imperjsh- 
ably over his grave. He Kved to witness the complete 
victory over the slaveholder of our own colonies, to which 
he had so largely contributed. Wtat a delightful conso- 
lation must this happy consummation of a portion of his 
labours have afforded him ! WLat joy must have glad- 
1 heart at the entire success of the gi'eat and 
p/e measure of eBiancipntion'. "Would that equal sue- 




cess had attended his writings on behalf of the slaves in 
America! 

In contemplating the Herculean labours that have be«a 
livought to bear on tiiis subject, it is painful to reflect on 
the coaiparatively little benefit that baa, at present, 
resulted from tbem. The sy,me noxious plant, by wbicb 
almost everytbing connected witb progress is witbered 
and blasted, and under whose shade nothing beneficial to 
the slave can ever flourish, remains as deeply rooted in 
the stubborn soil of avarice as ever ! But, though painful 
the review, it ought not to discourage. 

If ever any nation had cause to dread the Ml of the 
thimderbolt of God's anger, it ia surely EepubUcan Ame- 
rica, which, as a recent writer on the subject justly ob- 
serves, "has elaborated a tyranny such as no democracy, no 
aiittom-acy, no monarchy, no despotimn, ever perpetrated, 
or, as far as we know, ever imagined!" 

The souls of slaveholders may be too contracted to 
comprehend the grandeur of the sentiment, that, at all 
cost and hazard, their traffic must be destroyed. They 
may go on, for a time, to brave heaven itself and resolve 
to plunge and flounder onward in the track that has pro- 
cured for them the detestation of all haters of oppression ; 
but, sooner or later, the climax of their guilty ambition 
will be reached, and the iuU cup of despotism, which they 
have handed to their victims, and compelled them to 
drink so deeply, will be left with its dregs at the bottom, 
— a sort of retributive draught for their own destruction I 

The chief hope of this, and it is a strong one, is, that 
the spirit of the anti-slavery States will repulse its enemies, 
and that the whole of the North will have determiniition 
enough to rise in its might, and dri^'e slavery ftota its 
stronghold in the South, 
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In Massachusetts, more pnrtieularly, there are many 
powerfiil Bocietiea, which acknowledge the great priDciple, 
that shtveiy is essentially sinful, and must be aholtahed, at 
all hazards. So recently as the I5th of January last, the 
following, amongst other, resolntions, were passed, at a 
pubLc meeting in Woreeater, Massachusetts : 

" That, by the repeated confession of northern and eoutRem 
fltatesmcn, 'the eiiatence of the Union is the chief guarantee of 
slavery ; ' and that the despots of the whole world have every- 
thing to fear, and the slaves of the whole world everything to 
hope, from its destruction, aod the rise of a free northern 
republic. 

" That the sooner the separation takes place, the more 
peaceful it will be ; but that, peace or war is a Becondary coii- 
rideration, in view of our present perils. Slavery must be 
conquered: peaceably, if we can ; fobciblt, ?/we must .'" 

In the hope of furthering its peaceful termination, I am 
induced to renew my humble efforts against the monstrous 
" political anomaly," and the gross " outrage on Chris- 
tianity," which Slavery in America exhibits, not only at 
the kind solicitation of friends, but on the many assurances 
which I have received, that the firat edition of this work 
waa found useful where it was more especially intended to 
be useful. Amongst other letters, the following is an 
extract from one, selected as setting forth this truth in an 
encouraging light. It is Irom the secretary of an anti- 
slavery society, in Massachusetts, the great and enlight- 
ened central State of the North American Federation : 

"No. 13, Botolph Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 
"April 10,1813. 
" Esteemed Sir, — Permit me to return the grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the Massachusetts Female Emancipation Society, 
/CTJ'OUT very valuable donation of pamphlets, to aid in spread- 



iug light in the cauee of the crushed and blecdiug skvc. The 
ajmpathy which you have manifested in behalf of our poor 
despised countrymeu has touched our hearts, and the inward 
prayer of our society is, that God may hiess the noble efforts 
you are making in behalf of the oppressed millions of our eiu- 
cursed earth ! 

" Your work on ' Slavery in America ' is much prized by ua, 
and has been extensively circulated by our society, both in our 
own and other States. The facts there stated are humiliating, 
in the lowest degree ; but we rejoice to feel that darkness is 
flying before the light of truth. We are seeking to scatter the 
living coaJs of truth upon the naked heart of our Uthargus 
nation, and I trust in Qod that they will do their work elFeo- 
tually. Your work will, we confidently hope, serve to open 
the eyes of many to the moral impurity and abomination of 
the accursed system. 

" Very respectfully, 
" To Mr. William Day." "MiBTca F. Ball." 

As to the objection which is sometimes urged against 
Eoglishmen interfering with the "domestic institutions " 
of America, in which category is classed its horrible and 
disgusting "domeetic institution" of slavery, I can only 
reply, that the duties owing to man, as man, are far 
superior to those owing to the conventional arrangements 
of nations. The former are proclaimed and enforced by 
God himself, and are eternally binding on the consciences 
of his creatures ; while the latter may be, as they are in 
America, Buhversive of all rights, in which case it woidd 
be not simply wrong, but positively criminal, to respect 
them. It is, indeed, a satire upon human nature generally, 
at which Liberty revolts, to insinuate that this is a party 
question. It is one involving such gross turpitude, such 
TBst iniquity, that every individual, of whatever political 
or religions creed, ia morally called npon to do hia best to 



crust. Fop myaelf, I was originally prompted to add my 
public remonstrance to the remonstrances of others, in the 
hope that Buch efforts would be as useful &a anticipated 
by the American abolitioniste themselves. 

" Our cause," writes the Executive Committee of the Ame- 
rican Anti-Slavery Society, "may be greatly furthered, by 
awakening more and more the British public to the abomina- 
tious of American slavery. A deep abhorrence of our oppres- 
sions should pervade universally the British people, so that 
whenever Americana travel or tarry within the bounds of the 
empire, they should meet a solemn and uncompromising testi- 
mony against Ameriaau skvery, American prejudice against 
colour, and the multiform pro-slavery spirit of the free states 
Even now, the influence of such a public sentiment is beginning 
to be felt by Americans who cross the Atlantic. Great Britain 
is already regarded here as a nation of abolitionists, and her 
frown is greatly dreaded by the advocates of slavery. If the 
impression could be made upon the British people at large, 
that they may do much toward the removal of American 
slavery, this would be a great point gained. If they could be 
tnade to appreciate the mighty influence which they may wield 
by the bare expression of their pubUc sentiment againrt our 
slavery, this would be a still greater gain." 

In these assurances, there ia much to encourage hope 
for the future. On the eoiustant-drop principle, it i» 
possible that pereeverance may yet make an abiding 
imjiression even on the stony hearts of the slaveholders 
of America ! 

43, Farhament Street, Loudon, 

JidS 8, 18S7. WILLIAM DAY. 



SLAVERY IN AMERICA. 

PART I. 

ITS POLITICAL ANOMALY. 
CHAP. I. 
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nnd their UbErtf, without abLorreuu toil iniligDBtion 



" It is remai-kalilB," says Sir T. Buxton, " that, among the 
whole phalanx of antagonJHta to the abolition of West 
Indian slavery, there waa never one who waa not, by his 
own account, an ardent lover of freedom. Slavery, in the 
abstract, waa universally acknowledged to be detestable ; 
and they were in the habit of pathetically deploring their 
cruel fate, and of upbraiding the mother-coinitry, which 
had originally planted this curse among them,"* A 
similar plea is put forth by some of the American slave- 
holders, to extenuate their upholding the wretched traffic 
in all its abominable and revolting features. That it was 
originally introduced into America,t during her colonial 
condition, by our conntryinen, and sanctioned by the then 
parent-government of England, are facta to be deeply la- 
mented. But the plea is altogether tmtenable as re^irds 
the United States, as it cannot afford them the slightest 
justification for continuing the base national iniquity. It 

• The African Slnve-Trade anJ its Remedy, p. 445. 
f In the jenr 1620, by tlie colonists of Virginia. See Cabinet 
Gj'clopiEdia, Hlxtory oT tlie Weateni World, Vol I., p. 63. The 
writer Bays, " The condnct of the colonislH on Iliig occasiou deserves 
n promineat pUce in the igaominious records of wickciluesB." Mr. 
Gnlmnio, in liis work, entitled " Who is to Bkme F " shows that 
the English government had little ur nutliiiig to do with planlin); 
shivery m Am ricn. 
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is an eatalilishetl axiom in law, that whatever waa originally 
acquired by fraud, no time can convert into a right. 

For more than seventy yeaia, the United States have 
formed au independent nation, and been in pow^essiou of fa* 
cilities for coirecting the errors in their institutions which 
no other country oa earth has enjoyed. The Americans, 
in fact, take great pride in reminding the rest of the 
world, that, unlike the old kingdoms, who owe most of 
their enactments to the " wisdom of ancestor," all their 
laws have been made within the memory of their aged 
citizens, and with their fiill consent and approbation. They 
pretend that America is the only land of sober and en- 
larged freedom in the world, — the soil out of which springs 
those envied exotics, exclusive virtne, liberty, and happi- 
ness ! Freedom there, say they, is no visionary scheme, 
no subject of dispute or speculation, as with us, but is 
the very atmosphere they breathe !* Universal enlighten- 
ment on all matters of literature, morality, and philan- 
thropy, is another advantage which they hoastingly claim. 
" It is a common remark here," observes Dr. Channing, 
"that there is not a community under heaven, through 
which there is so general a diffusion of intelligence and 
healthful moral sentiment as in New England." As, 
however, the test by which to estimate the worth of 
any thing is, when profession and practice accord, it has 
long been a matter of astonishment to all Christendom, 
how, under the specious mask of freedom, these boasting 
republicans should so scandalously violate the very funda- 
mental principles of freedom, — how, while holding out the 
rights of man to the whole human race, they should ha- 
bitually endeavour, so far as their coloured brethren 
are concerned, to extinguish the very name and sound 
of those rights, and practise a fex worse sj' stem of 

* In the StntR IlnuH-, Pl.iluklpjiia, ia the ranm in vhicli tlie 
nriainal Declsratioii nf Independence nns jimt ratified and stgaeA ; 
and tliB old bell which occupied the cupnlu of tliis building has cn^t 
Dpon it, aa B mntto, tlie foUoving qariCnlion (nadl/ iimppropriati? 1 ) 
frrim the Old Ti'sCnment: ■' Proclaim liberty Ihroiighaul tile land to 
atf the people thereof I" The bell ia still preaerved in ita oriaiiiiil 
poHJlion, with at much venemtion as the hall ileelf ! — >S^e Bucking- 
-iam'e ^m^ica, Tnl. IJ.^ p. XI. 
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usurpation Bjid oppression than ELUy they have pretended to 
denounce und destroy ! 

Free and enlightened philanthropy is usually distin- 
gnifihed by zealous efforts to render others happy ; hut the 
American philanthropists would rob it of its distinguishing 
principles, by making their fellow-men labour in offices of 
the TJlest drudgeiy, to subserve their own interests, or 
suppONed interests, as if philanthropy could be generous 
in its origin, and not in its nature! It is not by audi a 
theory that the wounds inflicted on the hearts of their slaves 
can be healed. The Americans may wrap themselves up in 
the conceit that their conduct involves no iuconsiatency, 
refiise to see the gross anomaly of their situation, and 
forget lacts which it would be inconvenient to remem- 
ber; but then they should know that their conceit, wilful 
blindness, and forgetfulness, cannot put away the TBin'H. 
That TRUTH still exists to expose the false and pernicious 
principles which they have adopted ; and, in its pi^odigioua 
and successful activity, wiU be sure to place boldly and 
prominently forward, that they have the pride of philan- 
thropy, without its essence, — the forms of liberty, without 
its spiiit ! 

An outhne of the odious commerce in slaves, not as it 
may have flourished a century ago, but as it now exiiis in 
republican America, will show that there is no exagge- 
ration in what has l>een advanced. The testimony of Judge 
Jay is as unexceptionable as his advocacy of the riglTts of 
the negro is conspicuous. Having passed bis whole life 
amidat the scenes to which so great a rebellion against 
the first principles of justice must give rise, no man can 
be better qualified to arrive at sound conclusions on the 
subject. In his work, entitled " Slavery in America," 
this worthy and upright judge pronounces it to be 



tieee, and train liim for fiilare usefuliieSB, hnppiness, and glory. 
Torn from Ills pnruLits, aud sold in tlie markel, he Boon Huds liim- 
self Isboucing bhiohj; Btrnni;er9, under tlie wliip of a driver, Hiid liis 
(a^ augmenling willi lila ripening atcengcli. Day after day, slid year 
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after year, he ia driven to the cotton or Biigar-fields, as the on to the 
furrow. No hope of reward lightens hia toil ; the subjeeC of iiiHult, 
the victim of brutality, the laai <tfhU coantrg afford him no Ttdreta. 
Hia wire, such only in name, may, at any moment, be dra^n;ecl from 
liis sidB ; his children, heira only of his misery* and degradation, em 
but articlea of merchandise ; his mind, stupified by hia oppreasors, 
ia wrapped in darknesB i hia soul, no man eareth for it ; his body, 
worn with strlpea and toil, is at leugtli committed to tiie earth, lihe 
the brute that perishoth." 

Contrasting thia appalling picture of humaa misery with 
the bright and lively sketch of the sacred and imprescrip- 
libie rights of man, on which the independence of America 
is professedly established, what a glaring anomaly ia pre- 
sented to the view ! How can so fetal a dLscrepancy be 
explained away ? How utterly irreconcilable is the mon- 
strous cruelty of the slave-holding Americans with their 
republican profeasionH ! How nauseating the mixture of 
practical atrocities and theoretical equity ! Their political 
creed, aa embodied in their "Deelaratiov of Independence," 
professes to " hold these truths to be self-evident : " 

" That ALi: MEN are created equal t that tliey are endowed by the 
Creator with certain inalibnabli rk^eitsj that among those are 
L1F«, LiBEftTV, and the nJttBi'rT ar HjrpiNass: that, to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their Jirar 
ivwERS from the conssst op the oovsRNKDi that, whenever ant 
POBH OP GOvaRNMsNT becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
right of the people to AtTKa or aholuh it, and to institute new 
goremment, laying its foundation on sticB rniNciPLEe, and orgon- 
iwng its power in such fiiru, as to them shall seem most likely la 



Sovf, it ia presumed that these asaeveratious are baaed 
on those direct deductions fironi the most simple and fun* 
damental principles of right which are scarcely capable 
of being rendered doubtful to any honest mind. Unques- 
tionably, all authority is derived from the people, and 
ought to be exertased for their benefit and advantage. It 
ia a sacred trust, delegated to government for purposes of 
general convenience, and may be revoked and resumed 
whenever that trust ia violated or abased. But, as these 
great first principles equally apply to the rights of all 
HEN, of whatever colour or nation, and as every qoverit- 
MENT which deelrofS these righig comes under the sentence 
of deserving alteeation ob abolition, it is very certain 
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that, by their oirn "self-evident truths," their great slaTe- 
holding Commonwealth stands self-condemned ! But this 
Baconian tuethod of solving difficultiea is rejected by our 
■wily Republicans,— at least on this especial question. 
They have even the hardihood to maintain "that slavery 
is the aoil into which political freedom strikes its deepest 
roots, and that republican institutions are never ao secure 
as when the labouring class is reduced to servitude." This 
impudent doctrine was avowed to Dr. Channing, not 
simply " by a handful of enthusiasts in private life, but 
by men in the highest station and of widest influence at 
the South." * Thus the purposes of the southern slave- 
dealers are, as they imagine, much better answered by 
appeals to other authorities than Lord Bacon. An ancient 
heathen monarch and a horde of savagea are found to be 
more favouraVile to their tortuous policy ; and the politi- 
cal codii of the one, and the pitiable logic of the others, 
are consequently adopted with eagerness, if not with good 
taste. The two guiding principles of American slavery 
will at once be recognized in those upon which Minoa, the 
first king of Crete, founded his laws ; t namely, "that all 
FREE KEN TfiRE EQUAL, and that slaves mere- necessary to 
relieve them fi-om every servile employment." And it is 
well known that American writers seek to palliate their 
cruel and contemptuous treatment of the sons and daugh- 
ters of Africa, by asserting that they are " not men and 
women, in the ordinary sense of the terms, but beings of 
a stunted intellect and of a degraded order,"f and are 
therefore only fit for a state of abject depression and base 
servitude! That this conclusion is not arrived at by the few 
• Essay on Sluverj*, Chap. \TH. 

■f- See ProfesBor Dunbar's " General Hietory of Ihe Grecian 
States," p. 3, appeaded to Potter's " Antiquities of Greece." 

X One of tliL'Be gentlemen haa jjone so far as to maintain, 
that " tlie negroes are a diatinot race of animals." This lingular 
inference ia drawn from as singular argnmenta, in a work, publishrd 
U New York, 1833, antitled " Evidences against the Views of llie 
Abotitionista, coDsiatJng of Physical and Moral Proofa of the 
Natural Inferiority of the Negroes." Another, {on Elder qf a 
CSrisfian Chtireh !) once attempted to jnatify his prejudice agoinat 
"' •'■- RUthiirity of the New Teatoraeut ! He spoka of a 
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only, but that an overwholming majority act npoa it, : 
pretty clear from the statemeut of Miss Martineau, who, 
in her " Rettoapect of Western Travel," when deacribing 
the escapes of negroes to the neighbouring shores of 
Canada, nays, " I am prevented from relating many stories 
of kind a^istance given on these occasions to negroes by 
friendly whites, only through a fear of bringing these 
white persons into trouble, in a society where the ^eateat 
of all crimes is lo show a disposition to treat slaves as 
THEIR fellow-creatures!" The lame and impotent manner 
in which the Americans reach this decision forcibly reminds 
me of that come to on the same subject by the New 
Zealandera. According to Mr. Marsden, these poor illite- 
rate savages find no greater difficulty than the " highly 
civilised " and '■ enlightened" Americans in comprehending 
that the God of the whites is also the God of the blacks ! 
" But we are of a different colour Irom you," said they to 
Mr. Marsden, "and if one God made us both, he would 
not have committed such a mistake as to make us of 
different colours ! " There is nothing surprising in the 
simplicity of this remark, considering the uneducated state 
of those who uttered it ; but it is passing strange that any 
one living in the full blaze of intelligence should, for a 
sinqle moment, be found to enteiiaiu it. "Whatever 
difference there may be," wrote the late Mr. Clarkson, 
" in the colour of the skins of men, as they now live scat- 

flnt epistle to the CoriDthians : " All flesh is not the Hame flesh ; 
but there ia one kind of flesli of men, BDotlier flesh uf heosU, another 
of fishes, aod anollier of birds." To which hind of flesh the negro has 
■ffinity, this sage did not detennine. He contenled himself with 
denying his reUtionship to the first, and left his hearers the choice 
between that oF beasts, fislies, and birds 1 Ip a pamphlet, " The 
Ameriean Churches the Bulwarks of American Slavery," it ia stated 
that " Chancellor Harper innintaiued it lo he tbe order of nature and 
of Ood, that the being of superior faculties and knowlcdpe, and ihere- 
forB of superior power, should eontroul and dispose of those who are 
iaferior. It is as much ia the order of nature, that men should emlave 
each other, oa (liat other aninuilB nhould yreg upon each oSher ! " 
Mr. Sturge saySj " One of my fellow passengerH, a French merchant, 
of New Orleans, went so for as to assure lue, tlmt, in his opinion, it 
would be as reasonable to class the negroes with monkeys as lo 
plana them on nn equality with the whites!" — Visit lo the United 
~- ■ a 1841, i\ 2. 



IT 

tered over the different parts of the earth, they are all of 
them either the deacendants of Shorn, of Ham, or of Japheth, 
This difference, therefore, must have heen entirely acci- 
dental. And we are warranted again in saying th^ ; for 
we have seen that a whole nation, which can be proved 
to have sp-ung from Cuah, one of the sons q£ Ham, had 
become black in the time of Jeremiah- See Jeremiah 
xiii., 23."* Dr. Lord, in hia admirable work on Physio- 
logy, demonstrates that the varieties of form, colour, 
and organization, in the different races of men, are not 
greater, nor indeed so great, as those which occur in the 
lower orders of creation, within the limits of the same 
Bpecies. " Dissection," observes Dr. Taylor, in the in- 
troduction to hia Natitral JHetori/ of Socieii/, "exhibitH 
more unity of tyjie in the most discrepant varieties of 
man than is to he found in the unquestionable TEnetiea 
of species among the lower animals. It is, therefore, con- 
trary to anatomy, physiology, and analogy, to consider the 
existing varieties of the human kind as different species." 
"In Baltimore," writes Miss Martineau, "the bodies of 
coloured people, exclusively, are taken for dissection, ' be- 
cause the whites do not like it, and the coloured people 
cannot resist.' It is wonderful that the bodily structure 
caji be (with the exception of the colouring of the akin) 
thus assumed to be the paUern of that of the vikileg ; 
that the exquisite nervous system, the instrument of 
moral as well as physical pleasures and pains, can be nicely 
investigated, on the ground of its being anahgous mth thai 
of the whiles; that, not only the mechanism, but the 
sensibilities, of the degraded race, should be argued from 
to those of the exalted order, and that men come from 
such a study with contempt for these brethren in their 
countenances, hatred in their hearts, and insult on their 
tongues ! These students are the men who cannot say, 
that the coloured peo])le have not nerves that quiver 

* Researchefl Antediluvian, Patriarchal, itnd HiEtoriGal, &c., 
p. 107- In an nppendix to tins work, Mr. Clnrkson lias ^iven mnny 
curious particulars relitive lo the difftrenl colnurs of llie BklnB nf 
men, Hhuwing that tlie tiug, RCting upnn tlie inner skin, (the hnmsn 
Bkin ciinBiBtini; of three lamina, or parti) producea tile vnriet'i oC 
eoIdui obeervalile in the human «^c\eB. 
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under moral injury, nor a brain that ia on fire with, insult, 
nor pulses that throb under oppression. These are the 
men who should stay the hand of the rash and ignorant 
possessors of power who crush the being of creatures like 
themselves, 'fearfuUy and wonderfully made.' But to apeak 
the right word, to hold out the helping hand, these searchers 
into man have not light, nor strength,"* 

Tbe asserted inferiority of the negro in his phi/sical 
Jbrmatum is thus clearly disproved. Nor are facts, 
equally well attested and satisfactory, wanted to prove 
that, both in his mental pomert and moral seimbilities, 
he is the white man's equal, when a similar measure of 
discipline is employed in both cases. Capt. Marryat 
says, " In Philadelphia, the free coloured people are a 
very respectable class ; and, in my opinion, quite as 
IITTKLLIOENT as the more humble of the free whites, I 
have been ^uite surprised to see them take out their 
pencils, write down and calculate with quickness and pre- 
cision, and, in eveky othee point, shew great intelligence 
and keenness." This surprise appears to have been occa- 
sioned by a preconceived notion which the gallant officer 
entertained of their inferiority. Nor does the jilain fact, 
which he himself witnessed, of their " quickness and pre- 
cision," seem to have eradicated the ungenerous prejudice. 
In the very same page in which this testimony to their 
great intelligence and keenness ia recorded, he baa the 
superlative folly to assert, " they will never attain to tbe 
same powers of intellect as the white man ; for I really 
believe that the back are not formed fob it bt the 
ALMiaHTT."+ It is to be regretted that a man of Capt. 
Marryat's popularity should have, by such an avowal, 
contributed, in some measure, to perpetuate the injurious 
prejudice against colour, and to have armed the slave- 
holders of America with a new authority for their ti-af&c ; 
for the dealers in human flesh have long asserted a similar 
opinion to that of Capt. Marryat, and, by such opinion, 
sought to justity their diabolical treatment of millions 
of the coloured race ! But there is no ground for this 
mischievous prejudice ; though, even if it were true, that 

• Retrospect n[ Western Travel, VoU ]., p. 331. 
+ -Diarj ill America, Vul. l.,v. 293^ 



ITS POUTICAL ANOMALY. 19 

tLe 'blEck man ia not so intellectual as the white maa, no 
legitimate argument could be drawn from thence to 
justify slavery. The observer of human nature cannot 
fail to notice that degrees of capacity exist among Euro- 
^leans themselves, and that the most remarkable mental dif- 
ferences often appear in the very sawie family. But no one 
in Lis senses ever thought of arguing from this every-day 
occurrence, that the superior in understanding may reason- 
ably claim his inferiora as beasts of burden! Some have 
fewer opportunities than others for improvement, and 
some make better use of those that offer than others do j 
but, except in cases of insanity and cerebral deformity, 
irom neither of which the European is exempt, any more 
than the African, all mankind are doubtless capable, more 
or less, of supporting the character of intellectual beings, 
according to circumstances. The strength and temper, 
and even the character generally, of the human mind, 
depend upon external accident more than upon climate. 
A faulty education may prevent the development of its 
power, as, of course, the total absence of cultivation muat 
destroy its fair proportions altogether. And when it is 
considered how small are the pains taken to form and 
direct the minds of the coloured population of America, 
how seldom they are trained to study, and how poor ia 
the mental nourishment within their reach, the wonder is, 
that any of them are ever able to emancipate themselves 
from the cham'i o} ignorance, and to evoke the powers 
of the mind from their hidden cell. Yet we have 
evidence that this has been achieved ; and in several 
instances, the negro has not only vindicated his claim 
to be considered as " a man and a brother," but haa 
distanced many of his persecutors in those talents which 
ttlnne give the stamp of respectability. The list of pub- 
lications advertised by the " British and Foreign Anti- 
S'avejy Society" contains this striking notice: "Poemh, 
by a SiiAVE in the Island of Cuba, reeentli/ liberated, 
with Life, writlen hy himself I" Now, it is acknowledged 
by all competent judges, that, to write poetry well, re- 
quires an intellect of the highest order, and sensibUities 
of the tenderest description ; and perhaps Capt. Marryat 
himself woald not deny, that aacli. a,\\. mV'iei^ \>e«,-«, ^la. \ 
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niany traces of being formed hi/ the Almiffhtij as that of 
the novelist or the tourist 1 That the Cuban slave "ffas 
not deficient in the reqnirements of a poet, it is sufficdent 
to state that his productions were translated from the 
Spanish, by Dr, Madden, In his preface, the worthy 
Dr. says, "I am sensible I have not done justice to these 
poems ; but I trust I have done enough to vindicate, in 
some degree, the character of negro intellect ; at least, 
the attempt affords me an opportunity of recording my 
conviction, that the blessings of education and good 
government are only wanting to make the natives of 
Airica, intellectnally and morally, equal to the people of 
any nation on the surface of the globe." 

Many other examples might be given to prove that the 
burning clime of Africa has produced men as extraor- 
dinary for mental and moral qualities as either of the 
other quarters of the globe. " ITie Abbe Gregoire," states 
Mr. niarkson, in his admirable letter to the slave-holders 
of America, "had made a collection (unfortunately never 
published) of above a hundred black persona, natives of 
Africa, all recorded in history, who had distinguished 
by their learning, and in the arts and 
And a little further on, discussing the genius 
and talents of Henry Christophe, formerly king of a part 
of Hay ti, the son of a slave, and of a complexion as black 
as jet, Mr. Clarkson writes, 

" I corresponded witli hLm 
well. He devised, when k 
every child thst was born in his own dominions, and ho carried it 
into exfcutlun. He fonniied u univerBit}', Bad ii>tn>duced into it the 
profesaors uf Latin and Greek, and ai the inalhemntics, is well as of 
sculpture and paintii:g, and of some of the other arts and ecienoea. 
He had deviiKd alto a liberHl and well-di;^ted plan of guvernment 
for hia people; but hia pretnnture death hindsred it from being 
brought forward. When I was at the Congresa of Sovereigns nt 
Aix-la-Chapelle in 1817, 1 imppened to have one of his letters in 
my pocket, and I showed it to the emperor Alexander of Rngsia. 
He waa bo twuck with it, as to have shown it, by my permiesion, to 
the Emperor of Auatria and the King of PrusKa, who attended 
this congrees : and the opinion of aU tlie three upon this letter was, 
that none i^ Ouna had, in their reapeclive cabiaeli, a minister, who 
amid trrite upnn the Bame subject a teller polilical letter, or one 
IietAfi- suited to the caae ! After the deatli of Henry Christophe, 
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hift widow and two gniwn-up dniighters were at my honse fot five 
iDoDtha, during which time, I had an opportuHity of judging of thoir 
cnpacity and acquirements. Tlieir acqaaialance with history, litera- 
ture, and the hiis arta, and their powers of conversation, qnaiiRed 
lliem for mixini; with the higliBBl circles of English society, and 
they did aflerwarda mhi ailh Ihtm in London, and teera accounted 
at amiable and ai intellectual iw othera in vihote eomparty they 



These are special instances, it is true ; but the negro's 
natural anil inherent power of attaining to the highest 
attributes of man may also be established upon general 
principles. Many, who have had the best possible oppor- 
tunities of judging upon this head, hove (ilaced the 
matter beyond disputo. The Eev. Mr, Phillippo, who 
founded schools in Jamaica for children of colour, states, 
in the Report of the British and Foreign School Society, 
for 1832, that, " it is highly gratiiying to the conductors 
of these schools to have it in their power to add to their 
testimony the spontaneous attestation of others, and to 
explode, by an array of incontrovertible facts, the theoiy 
of mental incapacity which has been so long associated 
with this injured people." Anthony Benezet conducted 
a school in the United States ; and, after having in- 
structed many coloured pupils, as well as others, au- 
•lunced, as the result of his long experience, that "Pro- 
'^nce had been equally liberal to the Africans, in genius 
and talents, as to other people." Cftpt. Basil Hall, in the 
third volume of hia " Travels in the United States," ac- 
knowledges that, " as fe,r as his own experience went, he 
invariably noticed that, precisely in proportion as the 
negro had a fair chance given him, so he proved himself 
equal in capacity to the white man," " Generally speak- 
ing," he adds, "though by no means always, I found the 
most sensible planters of opinion, that there was not 
naturally and essentially any intellectual difference be- 
tween the two races, {p, 190-1.) In the evidence given 
before a Committee of the House of Commons, several 
eye-witne!isea of negro capacity frankly stated, that, with 
equal opportunities, they considered the blacks on a par 
with the whites, as well in mental as moral qualities, — 
that they have " the same capabilities, and are inflaeuced 



by the same motives, as other men ; the difference is in. 
cultivation." Mr. Sturge also testifies to the truth, that 
"the whites have a monopoly of prejudice, but not a 
monopoly of intellect, nor of education and accomplish- 
ments ; nor even of those more trivial, yet fascinating, 
graces, which throw the charm of elegance and refinemetit 
oyer social life."* It is, in fact, not to the colour of the 
skin, but to the state of debasement into which slavery 
plunges its victims, that the real inferiority is to be 
attributed. Sir T. F. Buxton gives the " reverse of the 
picture" of negro slavery, showing "that when Africans 
are masters, and Englishmen their slaves, they reckon us 
a poor, pitiful, degraded race of mortals." " Let slavery," 
he adds, " be imposed on man, of whatever race, that man 
is found a poor, tame, degenerate creature,"! But let a 
man have the privileges of freedom, and his abilities the 
opportunities of displaying themselves, and the degrada- 
tion acquired under the yoke speedily disappears : 



Evidence of tliis truth might be quoted, were it 
essential to cite more authorities, sufBciont to swell this 
chapter to the size of a volume. But the fact which 
SirT. F. Buxton notices is of itself amply satisfactoiy. 
It fully accounts for the way in which all the inlets of 
knowledge, and all the sources of human reason and 
human dignity, may be nearly closed. The slave, no 
matter what his colour or hia countty, has his mind thus 
dwindled to that extreme of degradation at which its 
energy and its elt(sticity become almost defunct, and the 
barrier which divided il from the irrational part of the 
animal creation is all but removed. 

With regard to the acuteness of the natural feelings of 
the negroes, there are many well-attested facts to bear 
record, that in these they are not a whit inferior to the 
whites; and contrasts might he cited to show the propriety 
of their exclaiming, in the beautiful lines of Cowper, 
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^H " Staves of gold ! whose gordid deii1in;:s 

Tarnish all yoni blasted powrn. 
Prove that you have hamnn feelinss, 
Ere you proudlj' question oura!" 
The following la so strictly to the point, that I cannot 
forbear quoting it. They who have read it before will 
excnue ita insertion here for the sake of those who have 
not. It is so honourable to the slave, and so characteristic 
of the inhumaniaing effects of slavery on the master, that 
it cannot be too extensively known. 

"Mary Douglas, a slave in a fDmil/ of LooisiAna, was ahouC 
tnenty years of age when her master, a widower, died. He had heea 
a planter, and, beiug a free-living man, bnd left Bcaroe uny property, 
except what lie liad in her person; but then she was what theadyer- 
tieenients style 'a very valuable slate.' She beeame, hy his dealli, 
the property nf his only child, an infant still in ormB. Him she sup- 
ported entirely for many yearB,— indeed, till he arrived at manhood, 
principally hy going nut washing. She also bought oCT, in that time, 
two near relations, then her husband (all alnvcs in olhec fomilies) 
and then, but not til) then, did she think of emancipating herself ! 
On application !« her young master, he had the heartless ingratitude 
to exact such an exorbitant price for that which he ought to have 
given, that she fell dangerously ill with vexalion and despair. This 
second Inkle then pradtatly, if not kindly, abated of his demand I 
And thus the heroic woman tiltimalely, when long past Ihe middle 
Bge, gained her liberty."— rAomaiofi'* Afeu and Things in Ameriea, 
p. 187. 

The combination of enonnitiea, to which the loathsome 
and accursed system of slavery gives birth, is but imper- 
fectly known to those whose information extends only to 
the injuries inflicted on the sons and daughters of Africa. 
On their unhappy shores, families, it is too true, are even 
now continuaUy being ruined, and all the affinities of 
blood and friendship ruthlessly torn asunder for ever, by the 
"philanthropic and enlightened" dealers in human fiesh. But 
there is yet to he noticed another part of the " pure imso- 
phisticated wickedness," ere ita full measure can be con- 
sidered complete. This is what the Americana themselves 
significBJitly denominate the " BLEACHMQ SYSTEM." It 
involves enormity of the deepest hue, the most repulsive 
character, and it largely contributes to the deep demora- 
lization of those parts of the States where it is practised, 
confounding aa it does all the principles of et^uity, and 



Hatting at deBauce aD tlie claima of virtue and liumanity. 
Like tLe roaming of the hungry tiger, images of horror 
and desolation are every where left upon its track. It is, 
in short, an a^i-egate of every species of evil ; for every 
child horn of a female slave in America, — no matler icho 
may bn iUfaihfr, — is mercilessly doomed to the wretched 
condition of the mother ; and it has been stated, that 
"the best bloob in the consTnY flows in the veins of 
THE SLAVES." As a brief illustration of this disgraceful 
fact, Mrs. Trolloiie tells us, that 

" Mr, Jefferson is said to hava been the lather of cUitJreD bv 
Himost all hia numeroua gang of femalp slaves. Theae wretched 
ijffspring were bIfo the lawful slavea nf their father, and norked in 
IiIb lioum and plantations ah such ; in particular, it is recorded thnt 
it was his especial pleasure to be waited upon by them at table, and 
the hospilable orgies, for which his Monteeielo was bo celebrated, 
were incomplete, unless the goblet he i^uaffed were tendered by the 
tremblinj; band of his own slavish offapring ! I once lieard it staled 
by a demoeratical adorer of this great man, that when, us it some- 
times hsppsned, his children by Q,uadroon slaves were white enough 
to escape suspicion of their origin, he did not pursue them if they 
attempted to escape, saying, laughingly, " Let the rogues get off, jf 
they can ; I will not hinder them." This was staled in a large 
party, as a proof of his kind and noble nature, and was received by 
all with approving Bniiles ! " — thmeatic Manitert c^fthe Americani, 
VoL 1., p. 98-9. 

A summary of the inevitable consequences of such s. 
pernicious state of things is thus drawn by the " Executive 
Committee of the American Anti-Slavery Society :" 

"While the elavO'trader only buys and sells, retain ng possession 
no longer than till he can reach the market, the breeder is engaged 
in the protracted process of Toising huinaa aloek ! He selects his 
' broedrrs,' he eneoarages licealloamea, he rewards amalgamatiou, 
be puniahet alerilil!/, he coolly calculatOB upon the prf^fits of fecun- 
dity, laiei vengetaice for macarriages. ami hoidt nolheri aceounlable 
far the amtinued life and heaith of their offapring I On tlie head of 
the new-born child, he sets its future price. He trains it in preme- 
ditated ignorance : he feeds it for the same purpose for which lie 
feeds his swine,— /or the thamhlea ! From the day of its birth, he 
contemplates the hour wlien ha shall separate it from the mother who 
bore it, — tor that hour of yet keener pangs did its mother pass 
through the an^ish uf its birth. When that hour comes, the long- 
determined deed is done. The ranaler proceeds about it deliberately j 
nu entreaties or tears can surprise him into pity. Tlie mother's 
phreiiiSed crj; the boy's mute look of despair, move him not. He 
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letiTB tliem nsunder, hnndtuffs tlie victim, and eonaigns him to tlie 
lout-driver ! Who caa doubt wliother, in nil thtH long and compli- 
cated prouofls of Tillaiiy, there is not more to senr oonecienee, blunt 
Bemibilitjr, and transforni man into u demnn, far more thmi can bs 
found in Uie alaTO-trade itself? While the trader deals with ilran- 
gen, tlie mastet ia perpetrnting these oiiirageH upon tliosu whom be 
hu reared from their birth J in some eaaes, upen the ciirapaniona of 
bis own boyhood ; ia others, on the children of the wuniitD, or per- 
olianoe the woman herself, who nursed his infancy ; and often, 
wontofall, on his 



The following revolting anecdote on tliis part of the 
horrible traffic was related to Mr. G. Thompson by that 
warm advocate of abolition, Mrs. Child, of the United 



"A clever jouns phjaic 
Alexandriu lo a town in tl 
abode in a boariling-huuse. Here be fell in love with a v«r)' beau- 
tiful jreung female who had the management of tbe establish men C. 
Sbe was slightly coloured, but not having aufBeient prejntlice to 
prevent bim from appreiiiatlug her worth, he made her An offer of 
hia band. The offer vmt accepted ; they were married rather 
secretly, and lie brought her as \m wife into the district of Columbia. 
Tbey liail not been very long as man and wife, when, one day, an 
individual dressed in the garb of & gentleman called upon Dr, WalHs. 
After some little conversalion, the man, in a very grulT voice, said, 
' Sir, did you not bring a uoman from tlie south with you ? ' ' No, 
Sir,' replied Dr. Wallis, 'I am na aware thst I did.* 'Why,' 
retorted the other, ' did you not bring your wife from the soutli ? ' 
' Yea," replied Dr. Wallis, ' I believe my lady is from the south." 
' Your lady, as you call iier, is my slave, nnd unless you give me 
900 dollars for her at once, I will advertise her as a run-away slave. 
She is honestly worth lUOO dollars, but as you have married her, I 
will let you h«ve her for 900.' Struck witli aslon'shment. Dr. Wallis 
■aid, 'Your slave, air, I den't believe ill' 'Believe it or net," 
replied the other, 'you will find it correct j I shall leave the bill, and 
It yon do not send the money to me before such a time to such a 
hotel (naming the time and place] I will adrerlisB her in .11 the 
papers as a run-away slave.' As soon as the man wns gone, Dr. 
Wallis went up stairs lo his amiable, and lovely, and accomplished 
{for by this time ho had given the finish to a previously itnperfeet 
education) wife, andsaid, ' Aly love, when I married you, were you a 
slave?' She burst into tears, and faulteringly said, 'twas,' 'And 
wiiy did yon not tell me this before we were married ? ' ' I did not 
dara tu lell you,' she replied, 'I feared you wonld never think of 
fnrming an alliance with a slave.' ' Well,' said he, ' I have found 
y"U out i but I will give the 900 dollars, fi)r I Inve ynu far Ion well 
ever to part witli jou." During Ihia time slie was deevlj pgtatjsd. 
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and recjueBted Dr. Wallia to deEciibe (a licr tlic iiid[vidun1 wlio hnd 
clftimpd her ns his slave. Hb gave lier a^ acourale a, deeoriptioH iif 
the man as he could, and then aeked her if it rorrespondeil wttli her 

tiiOB ii tBji own father!! I' Thia is hut one of thoutanda opnii 
thDUBands of eaxeB which are cougtnntlj' cotnitig into iintiee. The 

thia, be thrown iuto tlie shade nitogether." 

But wliat, it may be asked, are the electors ami tli« 
elected of this "free" and " enlialiteiied " Commonwealth 



about, while these scenes of dark tur[>itude, — these flag- 
rant outrages upon every just and humane principle, — 
are passing around them, in the .broad gaze of day ? Are 
there none amongst their " potent, grave, and reverend 
seigniors," possessing sufficient spirit and patriotism to lift 
up the voice of remonstrance and indignation against 
deeds which involve a disgrace so absolute and complete 
as to be without parallel in any other portion of tlie 
civilized world ? — none patriotic enough to demand the 
discontinuance of such flagrant violations of their 
political creed, and to mourn the deep guilt whicli, as an 
independent nation, America has contracted by tolerating 
the frightful system for so lengthened a period p By an 
overwhelming majority, it is still allowed to maintain its 
polluted seat " in the boasted home of freedom ; iV* 
gtrangholda are ttill the pillart of American liberty ; ift 
throne is still the natioiCi heart; its minions are still 
republican statesmen ; its victims are still native-born 
Americans! Amidst the galaxy of republican and reli- 
gious institutions, it has its sphere and its name. The 
fflgis of republican law is its shield, and the flag of free- 
dom its shelter ! Legal enactments lay no arrest upon 
it ; public opinion rears no dams across it ; popular 
indignation neither checks its current, nor turns it aside ; 
but onward it flows for ever, — America's &vourite 
stream, though from its bosom aficenda one ceaseless wail 
of woe!"* 

It has been said, that " the peculiarity of American 

' See the reply of the Amerioin Anti-SI«very Rwiety to Ilia 
ei^tb qiie«tian of the British and Fort'ifni Anti-Slnrery Sueicly 
p. 67 of " Slavery aaA Uie Interim 1 Slnie-Tiade cyf Anieriia." 



slavery is, that it is hopeless, and, as far as liumtm inwij 
ca,ii make it, perpetual." I am not, iiowever, one of those 
who take thia despondiiig view. Hope has not left all 
the friends of abolitioQ to Dettpair ! Eor wise jiurposes, 
Sovereign Wisdom has implanted the paaaion of Hope so 
deeply in the human heart, that it would be next to 
imjiosaiLle to point out any period in the world's history 
in which it exerted not its cheering and vivilying 
influences on the spirits of the brave and good. In favour 
of liberty, justice, and humanity, hviming and shining 
lights have appeared in aU ages and counmea, thirsting 
and eager for the extension of their boundaries, and the 
permanent establishment of their principles on. the basis 
of divine truth. In America, no small degree of forti- 
tude is required to stand up as champions of tlie slave, 
and to assert the supremacy of equal justice, under aU 
the fulminationa that the indecent exercise of power and 
malice can hurl about them. But, in noble defiance of 
these disadvantages, brilliant instances have there 
appeared of men who have shown how well they were 
entitled to be called '' friends of liberty " in the most 
exalted and comprehensive sense of that term. Their 
politics had their basis in deep consistency, and they fear- 
lessly asked Congress to carry out their professions of 
respect for political equality, and the inalienable rights of 
man ! How these requests have been received end 
replied to, history but too painfully records ! The result 
of one debate in Congress, m 1837, may be summed up in 
the following resolution, passed on the 2l3t of December, 
in that year : 

"Thai all petitiOQB and reHi.lutiulH pra.ving for (he abnlilioi) of 

VCTION. IN RSIATIOS TO SLAVUHV IN THK l.irFKBKNT STATES, Should 

be Inid upnn the t^ble, ipiihotd reading, without r^ermce, leilhcui 
prinlittg, and inilhoiit ditciutiaa ! —Carried by 135 sgaiiiat 60 1" 

Free inquiry is no friend to slave-holders ; and it ia 
therefore not surprising that siave-holders should be no 
friends to free inquiry. Consequently, to the present 
hour, this disgraceful resolution, so utterly destractive of 
the constitutional privilege of petition, — a resolution 
better suited to the darkness of the Middle Ages than to 
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the meritlian of the nineteenth century,— remains unre- 
scinded !* The hundred and thirty-five advocates of 
" slavery as it is," who so Bhamefully abused their power 
in this instance, may attempt to glosa over their guilt, 

" And with neeeiaily. 
The tynuit'a plea, excuse the dev'lish deed I" 
but there are those who will hrand it &a a Hacrifice im- 
molated on the altar of Satan, to provide a peat'e-ofifering 
to the slave-holding 9tate8,+ After such an exhibition of 
inhuman selfishness in the repreaentaiines of repuhlicaii 
America, it is not to he wondered at that the represented 
[(hould follow in their wake, and strive to repreaa agita- 
tion " out of doors," and to stifie all disciisaion on the 
leader awbject. In this ignoble work, General Harrison, 
when he was President, did not think it derogatoiy to 
Ilia dignity to lend his aid. " The attempt of those of 
one State to controul the domesfio institutions (how 
*de!icate !) of another," said he, in his inaugural address, 
" can only result in feelings of distrust and jealousy, the 
certain harbingers of disunion, violence, civil wars, and 
the ultimate destruction of oar free institutions !" When 
apology for slavery and discouragement of its opponents 
were thus deliherately uttered by the chief mt^istrate 
of the United States, no one could be siiqniaed that the 
noble army who spent their time and their fortunes in 
the cause of the slave should so frequently be in danger 
of personal injurj' irom the desp malignity of a ferocious 
public opinion. Of many of them, it might be truly 
said, that they " carried their lives in their hands," so 
imminent was the risk they run in advocating true free- 
dom and philanthropy in a land of professed ireemen and 
philanthropists '. It was, as it is now, common to desiff- 
nate them by the most opprobrious epithets, and to speak 

• " This soorilege has been repented at each snccesslve Bessiun 
BTncfi 183J, and with aBgravated atrocity, at each subsequent period, 
until Cnnereas has fully consummated its ovn igni>miii]', b^ em- 
bodying the shmneleas outmgB ftmongst the BtandinE rulea of tlie 
UoaBe."—S!aiierg aad the Internal Slam Trade, p. 2IS. 

■\ " Although the free Slates elect a majority or tlie members of 
Congress, the slave Stales have, far all practical purposes, iha 
eali/v a3cendan<y," — Slaeary and the Intcnal Sluve-Trade, p. II. 
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of them as " reckless incenUiarita, deserving instant 
death ; as fanatics, whose doctrines and measnres are 
nlike Jnimical and monstrous, wild and chimerical, aiid 
repuynant to the good sense of the community J .'" It 
were well if the fiendish hatred against the abolitionists 
vented itself only in this kind of " sound and fury ;" hut, 
unhappily, the case is far otherwise. Their property has 
often been wantonly destroyed, and they themselves 
obliged to effect a precipitate retreat, to escape with life.* 
Escape, however, in all cases, has not been found prao- 
ticable. The itev. E, P, Lovejoy, into whose soul the 
Spirit of Christianity had breathed the breath of benevo- 
lence, ventured, some years ago, to conduct a new8]>aper, 
in which the wrongs of Africa, and the duty of Chriatiaii 
freemen regarding them, were ably set forth ; and, as this 
was done at Alton, a town in the " fbke " state of Illinois, 
what honourable mind could imagine that a crime was 
thereby committed ? But a crime, of the deepest dye, it 
was, nevertheless, pronounced to be, and sentence of 
death awarded as its appropriate punishment. The 
decree went forth, and a band of pro-slavery ruffians were 
the eiecntionera ! The editor of the New York " Eman- 
cipationist " concluded an able article on this deliberate 
murder in these words : Alas ! that this should be his 
appropriate epitaph ; 
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■ " I have swn," snja Misa Martineau, " tlie litliographic prints, 
tnUiBiiutted in letters to ubaUtiaaists, represent! ti^ the individual to 
whom the letter was sent hanging on a gallowa. I liave seen tliu 
hand-bills, purporting to be issued by Committees <i( Vigilance, 
offering enormons revrards for the heads or for tlie ears of proniinenl 
t.bc]itmmiM."— Society in Ameriea, Vol. II., p. 340. 

See also p, 237, 242 and 3, of Slaaery and the tiUemai Slaee- 
Trade. " Nnt Ion;; ago," says Dr. Clianning, " tliere were nimnurs 
that tuiae o( oiircitizeiu wonted to Bu^igreBs, by lam^ t!\.i^»f.vsiSx^^ 
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It is difficult 80 to resti-ain the feelings as to write 
caltnly on a crime 'which has no parallel in the black cata- 
kigne of human turpitude! Looking at the offence, and 
looking at the punishment, who can help mouruing over 
the departed greatness of American freedoio ? DreadAil, 
indeed, ia that state of society, when citizens can glory in 
murdering their neighbours who have done nothing with 
which they have any just ground to be offended, and when 
no law, either human or divine, rei^uired their interference! 
It is not possible to apeak in terms of reprehension too 
emphatic or too severe of the brutal actora in this 

" Munler mosl foul, as in tile best it is, 
But this moat foul, strange, and mmalurnl !" 

The deep disgust and perfect horror, which every rightly 
constituted mind muat feel at their inhuman conduct, 
receive a new stimulant from the fact, that men of reapeet- 
aliility and station (so styled) can be found in America to 
atamp it with the aeal of their approbation ! The follow- 
ing extracts will not only show this degrading and hnmi- 
liating ihct, btit also exhibit the daring manner in which 
incentives to similar deeds of blood may be held out with, 
impunity in that " land of freedom : " 

" Mr. Hamninnd, of South CaraliD&, in > speecii before Cungms 
iniheyenr 1K3S. said, '1 warn the abolitinnistg,- ignorant, infntunted 
barbariaiiB, na thi'y nre, iliat ir clianve hIibU throw any of them into 
our handa, he maj expect Kftlan'i death.' 

" Mr. Lumpkin remarked in the sennte, (Janiury, 1038) ' Tf abo- 
litioniHlH went to Georgia, tbey would be aiughl ; ' and Mr, PresUn 
declared, iu the Hnnie debate, * Let an aLolitioniBt cume within the 
bordwH'or South CaiaUnii, if we can catch liim, we will try hinii and 
notwithstanding nil ihe interfereuce i>f all the govemmenlB ou earth, 
incluJinu the Federal Uovernment, me will hang hiu I ' "* 

After such unequivocal invocations to outrage and 
assassination, who can be surprised at the barbai'ouB rea- 
diness of the myrmidons of slavery to commit sanguinaiyi 
violence on abolifiouista, and prove how much more they 
value the indulgence of their own licentious and ferocious 

all expression nf opinion, on alavery, and to tend la Ihe eoulh such 
nierabera of our coniniuoitj' as mijjilt bocLiiMi 
j.vsDHascnon." — Euiiff on Slaveiy, Chap. VIII 
" S/aierj- and die Jujeraai Stave-TrBde, n. 31 
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passions than the rights, liberties, and lives of their fellow- 
citizens? The threats held out by the three senators, 
whose diabolical language has juat beeu quoted, were 
uttered, be it noticed, not in a secret conclave of fiends, not 
iu the Itandit's cave, but in the legislative asaemblj of the 
free and enlii/lttened city of Washington, in which the 
eollecHve wUdom of the United States "do love to congre- 
gate," to pass laws for the government of the Common- 
wealth ! — laws to oppose a barrier to the inl^>ads of vice, 
to strengthen the ramparts of virtue, to protect the native 
beauty of morality p- — laws to shew the individual advan- 
tages, as well as the benefits to society, which result from 
respecting those rights which render njan estimable 
amongst his species ! Thus we see 
" The Korder of civilizntion niixi:il 

Wilh all the laTBge tliat ma.ra fall lialli fixe.! !" 

Divesting myself, however, of those feelings which 
naturally arise from the contemplation of this offeuce, in 
a moral point of view, it may be well to consider it, for a 
moment, in a political sense, as connected with the Ame- 
rican system of government, and embracing, in its con- 
sequences, the whole latitude of society. What hind of 
senators must they be, who, for the sake of furthering a 
particular project of despotism, utterly unconstitutional 
in itself, and deatmctive of public freedom in its ojjeration, 
give sanction to robbery, assBBsination, and all those other 
vices, which, in their legislative character, they denounce 
and punish F What confidence in such law-makers can 
exist amongst a people whose property and lives are placed 
in a perpetual state of insecurity ? To behold the whole 
system of justice and morality, which form the base on 
which the security of society depends, so completely over- 
thrown as it was in this instance, is a contemplation 
replete with melancholy sensations to every weU-regulated 
mind ! An equal indecency, under any circumstances 
whatever, would deserve severe reprobation ; but, flowing 
from the lips of representatives of professedly ^ee people, 
and instigated by a wish to sanction and applaud ferocious 
mobs, collected with the illegal view of taking the law into 
their oum hands, for the insufferable purpose of forming an 
iii'perium in imperio, in order to &t\&a ^ d^YNSisvo. <i^i. 'is^s^ 
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side of abolitio:!,— it ia iiitoIeraLle ! Legislators of a pro- 
fessedly free people, waiideriiig from their legitimate nnd 
proper path for so indefensible an object as this, commit 
a. breach of senatorial order, a trespass upon forbidden 
ground, that startles the admirers of public justice, and 
the lovers of civil rights and rational freedom ! Their 
hearts, indeed, must beat high %dth indignation at the 
liare recital of such an infamous disregard of all the com- 
mon decencies of life ! Murderers are to be found in all 
countries ; but it is to be hoped that, in America alone, 
can threats to employ them gainst the asserters of the 
negro's rights, and the defenders of those principles which 
heaven itself has implanted in the nature of an intellectual 
and responsible being, be openly made with impunity.* 

This picture of the political aaomaly of Slavery in 
America, true as hideous, and hideous aa true, is too 
obviously faithftd to require its being pressed upon belief. 
Repulsive, however, as it must have appeared, when it 
was inserted in the first edition of this work, sixteen 
years ago, recent occurrences in America have added 
deeply even to its darkest shades! Congress was not 
satisfied with making it one of its standing rules, that all 
memorials or resolutions, in relation to slavery in the dif- 
ferent States, should be laid upon the table, " without 
reading, without reference, without printing, and without 
"' but it has since consummated its own deep 



* It also occasionally Imppeiis in America, that this impunity is 
sHQctioned from tlie Bench sa well ae in the Senatp. Mies Mottineau 
);ives tlie following, which occurred in the year 1836: "ThechorgB 
uf Judge Lawless (his real uanip) to the gnoad juir is a sufficient 
commentary upon the state of SL Louis' society. He told the jury 
that a bad and lamentable deed had been committed, in buhninb x 
KAS iLiVB, wrrHoiT TRIAL ; but that it was qtate another gveatim 
tchelher they tnerelo late any notice nfiti..') If it nliould be proved 
to be the act of the few, every one of thuae few ought, undoubtedly, 
to be indicted and panished ; but if it should he proved to be the act 
of the mony, incited by that eleelric and melaphyiUal injluenue whicli 
occasionally carries on a multitude to do deeds a6<nie and beyond tha 
laur, it was no o/iiir for a jurff lo interfere in (!) He spcike of 
Mackintosh (the murdered roan) a> connected ailh the tody nfaboli- 
lionitti. Of course, the affair was found tu be electric anil tnelaphy. 
lusa/, and all proceedings were dfopped ! "—Retrospect uf Wentem 
•^raeg/. Vol II., p. SOS. 
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degradation, by enacting laws to rivet the yoke of slavery 
still more gallingly around the necka of its victime. The 
fierce spirit of the South brought, with additional force, 
its deinotiia£al resentment to bear on the abolitioniata of 
the North ; and the enactment of what is termed " the 
fiigitive slave law," about six years since, gave some idea 
of the length to which the vindictive aggression of the 
pro-slavery portion of Congress could be carried. By 
this monstrous law, the shive-owner waa permitted to 
pursue and to re-capture his runaway victim, even in the 
very heart of States, hitherto held sacred from such atro- 
cities ! As to the monatroui vimiiclivenegs with which it • 
allows the slaveholder to pursue any offending aboli- 
tionist, the following, from the " Quarterly Review," of 
April lart, will serve as a specimen ; 

" A Mr. Pflrdoii DavLB, of MarquetU Cotmty, in the Stite of 
Winsconaiii, waa tomporsrily reaident at TenBaa, in Louieiana, near 
which W&9 a plantation, the seeae of horrible cruelty. Some 
nej^es escaped from it, tooli refuge in Ilia wood-yard, were COD- 
ceijed by him, and Bent in a CBnoe serosa the riTer. A u^ro- 
huDter diecoTered their trail, hunted them far forty miles, overtook 
them, and gave them to hia doge to be worried, ontil, at laat, they 
confessed whence they came, and who had assisted them. For this 
crime, Mr. Davis was sentenced to twentjyeara' ImpriBOnment in 
the State prison of LouisisEa, and is now at Baton Ronge, under- 
going bis punishment," 

When this iniamous "fugitive slave law" was before 
the American legislature, it was protested against as a 
daring assault upon the constitutional rights of the white 
population, as well aa a diabolical addition to the wrongs 
of the slaves. One of its moat determined opponents, 
the Honorable Charles Sumner, addressed the Senate of 
the United States, nn the 26th of August, 1862, in a 
burst of eloquence that would have shamed any other 
professedly Christian and enlightened assembly on the 
&ce of the earth from perpetrating the iniquity. The 
following is extracted from the address : 

" The Slave Act," says Mr. Sumner, " riolatea the Conatilution, 
and shocks the public conscience. With modesty, and yet with 
firmoeas, let me add, Sir, it ofleudB against the Dirioe law. . , . 
The good citiaen, as he thinks of the shiverin); fugitive, guilty of no 
erime, pursued, hunted down like a bcaat, whvle ^n.-j\n^\m '^^N^^ivw- 
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tiaa help and deUverance, and ua lie reads lli 
act, is filled with horror 
would I set myHetr agaioBt any proviBian of law. This gnve 
■ponsibihty I ^ould not lightly isaume. But here the path of duty 
is clear. By the Supremo law, which conimanda me to do no injus- 
tioe; by the compreheiiBive ChriBtiiln taw of brotherhood; by the 
Constitution which 1 have sworn to support ; 1 am bound to disobey 
this act. Never, in any capaeil)', can I render voluntary aid in its 
execution. Pains and penalties I will endure, but this great wrong, 
I will not do. ' I cannot obey, but I can sufler,' was the exclama- 
tion of the author of 'The Pilgrim's Progress,' when imprisoned for 
disobedience lo an earthly statute. Belter suffer injustice than do 
it ! Better be the victim than the inatrnment of wrong. Bettor 
be even the poor slave, returned to bondage, than the nnhappy 

" FiniUly, for the sake ef peace and tranquillity, cease to shock 
the public conscience. . . . Mindful of the lowly whom it pursues ; 
mindful of the good men perplexed by its requirements; in the 
name of charity, in the name of tlie Constitution, repeat this enact- 
ment tiitnlly, and without delay I Be inspired by the example of 
Washington; be admonished by those words of Oriental piety, 
' Beware of the groans of wounded bciuIb. Oppress not to the utnioat 
a single heart, for a solitary sigii has power to overset a whole 
world.' •* 

These burning words foiled to have their due effect oD 
those to whom they were immediately addressed ; and 
that ahomiuable act of legislation is still tenaciously re- 
tained aa the bond of the Union of the States, and the 
basis of that compromise, which is to secure the con- 
federation, and add to the stability of the "Jree" iusti- 
tations of America! A country in a, state of revolution 
is a country without law ; but a country, the legislators 
of which are thus permitted to violate the sociai moral 
law, as well as the social written law, is in a position still 
worse ! As both these laws are equally imperative, in 
furtherance of the great aim of human haj^iness, and 
CBBea are continually occurring, which render even a de- 
parture from the written constitutional law leas hurtfij 
than the violation of the moral law, it results that, where 
both are set at defiance, the political compact is severed, 
and the limits of a ju.st authority are effaced. Kight is 
crushed under the heel of Force ; and it signifies but 
little, in principle, whether such acts, as "the fugitive 
s/s re Jaw, " are effected hy the undisciplined hordes of a 
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)>opular insiuTectjon, or by the represent atiyes of repub- 
lican power ! Acta of Legislature require for their basis 
a principle, not of those £JlAcious reasons, called " reasona 
of State," but of truth, justice, and humanity ; for ai« 
there not eternal boundaries, constilittitmal principles, — 
clear and unchangeable distinctions of right and wrong, — 
obligations uf humanity, — of the laws of nations and of 
nature, — which no earthly authority ever can supersede ? 
Tomenwho, likeMr.Sumner, seek, through all the changes 
uf political life, to maintain, inviolate the sacred principles 
of the inalienablerightsof man, by which alone any society 
can be honestly and freely governed, it matters, compara- 
tively little, for what object, or by what form of govern- 
ment, these righteous principles are violated. But, if 
one such object be more detestable than another, it ia 
surely the object sought to be effected by the " fugitive 
slave law ;" and if the violation of right be more despic- 
able under one form of government than another, the 
Jiepuhlican form must surely add to the depth of the 
die ! Any government, indeed, founded on slavery, em- 
UaionH a pretended title, and is tainted to its very core! 
It can oijy be kept together by fraud and force ; for it 
repudiates, openly, those very obligations of respect for 
justice, which it is the first duty of every community to 
auj^rt ! 

But the enactment of " the fugitive slave law," i^eat as 
was the humiliation which it inflicted on the abolitionista 
of the North, did not satisfy the rampant pride of the 
a of the South, nor stay their ajjgresBive and 
b rather operated as fuel to the fire 
'ast those whom they styled 
bolical doings in the new 
r historical t 

lay be 
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eaormities, without an effort to stop or redresa them, 
deserves to be handed down to all posterity, with every 
opprobrium which infaroy can inflict ! 

Amongst those who raised the voice of execration on 
the persecuting spirit and exterminating violence against 
the free einigranta in Kanaaa, that of Mr. Sumner was, 
perhaps, the most witheiing and mortifying to the ex- 
treme southern party in Congress. "Slavery," said he, 
" now stands erect, clanting its chains, on the territory 
of Kanaaa, aurroimded by a code of death, and trampling 
upon all cherished liberties, whether of speech, the preaa, 
the bar, the trial by juiy, or the electoral franchise." He 
added to thia aome pungent remarks on those who stood 
forward in the defence of that enormity; hut, as those 
whom he censured were unable to refute what he ad- 
vanced, thoy took a course which cannot but greatly add 
to the iniamy of their other proceedinge. The Honorable 
Preston 8. Brooks, member of the House of Repreaenta^ 
tives from South Carolina, was appointed to commit an 
assault on Mr, Sumner, which he did as he aat at his desk 
writing, after the adjournment of the House. Brooks 
struck him a severe blow over the head with a cane, and, 
while Mr. Sumner was reeling under its effects. Brooks 
struck him several other blows with great force and 
rapidity, ^o one of the many persong about interfered to 
check the doitardli/ ouiraye ! Mr. Sumner has, even now, 
hardly recovered from this brutal treatment, and ha^ not 
since been able to resume bis senatorial duties. 

This is one of those subjects on which the task of com- 
menting cannot he otherwise than revolting! If any 

or free-sniliBDi, bjiiI extenniiiata him ! NeitliRr give nor take quar- 
ter from thu . . . raacalB ! I propose to mark tliem iu this iiouHe, 
and on the preBcnt nccaston; so jou mity crush tliem out. To those 
who have qualms of conBcienca aa to violating laws, alato or national, 
the time has come when such imposilions must be disregarded, as 
your rijihtB and property are in danger. I advise j^ou, one and all, 
to enter every election district in Kansas, [n deRance of Reeder uid 
his vile myrmidons, and vole at the point of the bowie-knife and 
revolver 1 Neither give nor take quarter, as the cause demands it I 
Tt is enough that the slaveholding interest wills it, from wliich there 
IS no app^i." — TheCanqucsl of Kantaa, by Miaoan and her Altiei. 
^J' IK -TJiil/ips, Boston. 185fl. Page 47. 
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circumafcance could aggravate the conduct of Brooks, it 
■would be the monstrosity of his having committed the 
assault in the Senate-house, and in the presence of many 
of his fellow senators, none of whom interfered to check 
his dastardly hand ! The [jaJnful fueling excited by this 
disgracefiil acquiescence in an \inlawful deed is fiirther 
heightened by the fact, that Mr, Sunmer's appeal for legal 
redress was answered hy an American Court of Jiutice 
awarding him 300 dollars, as dam^es ! While so shameful 
a perversion of justice was indignantly condemned by 
every man of correct principies, the perpetrator of the 
foul deed received thanhi axiA presents from public meet- 
ings, in South Carohna ! 

The way in which the slaveholders' pi'ess look at such 
monstrosities, may be seen by the following extract, from 
"The Richmond Inquirer," of June 12, 1856 : 

"In the main, the press of the South applaud the conduct of 
Vlt. Brooks, without condition or limitation. Our approliation, at 
least, is entire and unresifrved. We consider the act good in con- 
ception, betti^r in execution, and best oral] io cuasequence. Tht 
vul^r sbolitionisia ill the senate are getting above themselves. Tliej- 
liave been humoured until they forget tlieir posiCion. I'liey have 
firown saucy, and dare to be impudent to gentlemen ! Now, they 
are a low, mean, scurvy set, with some little book -learning, but as 
utterly devoid of spirit or honour as a pack of curs. Intrenched 
behind "privilege," they fancy they can slander the south, and 
insult its repre«entntivee witti impnnity. The irulh is, tliey have 
been aofiered to run too long without cillus. 1'liey must be lashed 
into submission. Sumner, in particular, ought to have nine-and- 
tliirty early every morning. He is a great strapping fellow, and 
could stand the cowhide beautifully ! Biuohs frightened him, and, 
Bt the first blow of the c»ne, he bellowed like a bull-calf ! In the 
absence of an adequate law, southem gentlemen must protect their 
own honour and feelings. It is un idle mockery in challenge one of 
these scullions- It is equally useless to attempt to disgrace them. 
They are insensible to sliame, and can be brought to reason only by 
an application of cowhide or gutta-percha. Let them once under- 
stand that, for every vile word spoken aRninst the soutli, they wiil 
BuRer BO many atrlpes, and they will soon learn to behave themselves 
like decent dogs; they can never be gentlemen. Mr. Urooka has 
iiii^ted this ululary discipline, and he deserves applause for the 
bold, judicious manner in which he chaatieed the scamp Sumner. It 
was a proper act. done at the proper time, and in the proper place. 

" Of all places on earth, the Senate-chamber, the theatre- of bia 
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viiuperntive eiploita, was Ihe very spot where Rumner should Hbtb 
beeti made to auRer fur }iis violntiuii of tlie dtceacjes of decorouB 

It was literally and entirely proper that he should be atrieken donn 
and beaten just beside the desk acninat which be leaned, as he ful' 
minated his filthjr utleroncea tbrougb the capitol ! It iti idle to talk 
of the snnctity of the Senste-cliamber, since it ia polluted by the 
presBHce of euch fellows as Wilson, and Sumner, and Wade. They 
have desecrated it, and cannot now fly to it as to a sanctuary from 
the lash of vengeance. 

" We trust other Kentlemen will follow the example of Mr. Brooks,* 
BO that a curb may be imposed upon the truculeuce nnd audacity of 
abolition speakers. If Deed be, let us have a csning or oDwb]ding 
eTery day. If the worst come to llie worst, so much the sooner, so 
much the better." 

The extravagant, unnatural, and horrible sentiments 
here avowed, not barely demand censiwe, but excite the 
moat painful disgust, and extort the liveliest reprobation ! 
But the demonstrated fact is still more dis^sting, that 
such a paper as the "Richmond Inquirer" is but one of 
the unscrupulous organs of those who hold several millions 
of their fellow-men in fast and brutal bondage ! Absolute 
power over the persons of others is so wild and monatroua 
a thing, that no class of men ought to possess it ; but, 
least of all, should it be entrust-ed to beings who seem 
prepared to do anything, even the worst and blackest 
deeds, to preserve it within their blood-stained grasp ! 

There is another evil arising out of this anomalous 
state of things in America, which adds to the pain inflicted 



n of the career of this pet of the slavery faction 
is thus recorded in " American Shivery and Colour," just published : 
'• The assault by Mr. Broiiks did not escape reproof in the House of 
Representatives. He reHigiied, and was ru-elecled. Allbough his 
conduct BO for met ultli the approval of his constituenu, — although 
feted and lauded. — Brooks was probably conscious that an indelible 
stain would rest on his reputation. At Washington, in the early 
part of the session t86S-7, he is said to have encountered cold b-oka 
from former acquaintances His fate was remarkable. He wna 
suddenly seized with on iiiflnmniation of the throat, resnliing in 
croup. By this fatal disease, bis life wis abruptly und puinfuliy 
terminated, January 27, 1857. —an event which, from all llie ussu. 
ciated cireunislanvea, could hardly fail to send a chill through that 
depaiiniEnt of souther]! aucicty whicli had iiidi-crectly applauded liiii 
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ontho real friends of freedom throughout the world. The 
enemies of popular liberty are in the habit of citing the 
sayings and doings of these Republican Slaveholders as 
evidence against all liberal institutions. But the simple 
truth is, that slavery could not exist for a day under 
purely liberal institutions, the spirit of which would 
sipeedily extinguish any such abomination that came 
within their sphere of action. The apostate democrats of 
America are not to be confounded with the consistent 
advocates of rational freedom. The latter are not to be 
denounced for the faults or the iniamy of others who 
persist in calling themselves by the same name. If other- 
wise, by a parity of reasoning, the upright zeal of every 
aiAU, whether manifested in a stru^le for civil or for 
religious liberty, might, with equal propriety, mark him 
as an object for odium, because others who professed the 
same creed had forsaken every particle of it ! 

The enemies of genuine liberty, however, can gather no 
argument in favour of their theories frnm the outbreaks 
of malignancy and intolerance. Genuine liberty can form 
no natural association with crime and disorder, which are 
as hostile to her dictates as subversive of her spirit. She 
teaches ber votaries those heaven-bom principles which 
are conservative of harmony, improve their natural sense 
of right and wrong, induce them to submit the indulgence 
of their passions to wholesome restrictions, so that no 
power is possessed, nor wished to be possessed, of invading 
the rights of their neighbours. These are a few of the 
characteristics of what is understood, in the advancing 
light and conviction of the public mind, by the term 
UBERTT ; and it is too palpable to be insisted on at any 
length, that genuine liberty is not answerable for the sins 
committed in her hallowed name. No one thinks of dis- 
countenancing good principles, because bad men have 
|)rofessed to love them, and mate them the guides of their 
lives. "The true character of liberty," says Mr. Bucke, 
" is not to be libelled, because vicious men, in all the 
wantonness of licence, have formed so many schemes, and 
committed so many crimes, under the assumed privilege 
of her honourable name. How many an act of treachery 
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has been perpetrated under the names of friendship and 
love ! In spite of all this, these passions are still the most 
exalted of the virtues, and the most delightful feelkigs of 
the heart ; and since justice is the peculiar attribute of 
heaven, let liberty,^— pure and unadidterated liberty/— be 
the idol of the good ! ** 



There is another uiomaly m the political institutions of 
the United States, which, aa it results from the iniquitouB 
system of slavery, may property be noticed here. This 
is what Dr. Moriaon has correctly designated " a system 
of caste, so utterly tyrannical as to render the emanci- 
pation of Africans in America, eyen in those States 
which have abandoned slaveiy, a comparative worthless 
boon." Indeed, so strong is the prejudice against colour 
there, that, in the striking language of a French tra- 
veller in the United States, (De Beaumont) it '■ haunts 
its victim wherever he goes : in the hospital, where 
humanity suffers ; in the churches, where it kneels to 
Ood ; in. the prisons, where it expiates its offences j in 
the graiVeyards, where it sleeps the last sleep!" 

To detail the various sebemes and laws by which these 
unoffending men are harassed and persecuted,* and the 
systematic plans and local enactments for degrading and 

" The legialfttnre of aae of the Bouth-westem States passed a law, 
DDS of Ute proviaions uf which was, that no man uf colour was to go 
out after dark, except in certain speciiiod cases of urgency, aail llien 
to be alwajfl provided with a lantern, or be liable tn arrest and 
punishiueut. The order wu lileraUi/ obeyed, for each blaek curried 
u good and eufficii^nt empty lanteni ! Hereupon, the angry legift- 
lators pOBBcd ' an act to amend an act," do. That, too, was obeyed, 
bat with weighted candles I Then ont GBme a third net, witii a 
preamble, conimencing 'whereas, the plain intentions, &c., hivinE 
been fruatraled by certain wicked evasions,' &c., ordaineil that ' said 
candles sliould be 'ifjAM;' and lighted they were by the obedient 
Ebonites. Xow, plain mother wit muat have the credit of all their 
shrewduosa; for it ocenrred in a State where the penalty of death 
is menaced at all who shall dare to instmct them in reading or 
writing." — Thom3»Ki,'t Men and Thmgi in ^tncrica,^. V^^-%. 
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retaining them in ignorancBj woultl far exceed the limits 
assigned to this chapter. Let it suffice, therefore, to give 
a amnmaiy of their cruel wrongs, and social and political 
grievances, which I shall draw from the pnblicationH of 
Judge Jay, J. G. Birney, esq., and the New York Anti- 
Slavery Examiner, ^ — all Ainerican witnesses of high 
character and first-rate respectability. 

To political and civil rights, in their comprehensive 
sense, they are utter strMigers. Though there exists no 
enactment to disiranchise them, they are not suffered 
to approach the ballot-box ;* — neither will white men, 
generally speaking, teach them trades, sit with them iu 

Suhlic places, or ride with them in public conveyances. 
Fay, to such a height is this contemptible prejudice 
carried, that, in nearly all the places of worship, in the 
free, att well as in the slave, States, there is a. partieular 
pete set apart for n^ro accommodation ! Those not 
merely black, but those also who have the slightest tint 
of the loathed colour, are scrupulously consigned to this 
cendenined cell, as if contamination wei-e in their touch, 
and in their breath pollution ! No power on earth, it is 
true, can implant a consciousness of guilt within the 
breast of innocence ; but, as a sense of shame depends 
more upon the various degrees of nervous strength than 
upon the firmness of intellect, or the certainty of excul- 
pation, the peace of these inoffensive men is constantly 
open to assault, and their days embittered by undeserved 
persecution and insult. They are daily subjected tn 
every kind of indignity, and are commoaly denominated 
" greater nuisances than even slaves themselves," " a vilo 
excrescence upon society," " a curse and contagion wher- 
ever they reside," " an anomalous race of beings, the most 
depraved upon earth," and " notoriously ignorant, 
degraded, and miserable." 

* " Tlint tnxntiim and reprefirntatiiiii Hhould be ingepnnble," 
Bays [he Anli-Slmery Examiner, " wan nne nf the axiania at llm 
falhprB of our revolutimi, snd one nf ihe reasons they aesigiiMl Tur 
tlieir revolt fnim the crown of Brituiii. Rut nnip, it is deemed n 
ni.'irk of faiinticiam to complnin of the diafnmchieeinL'iit uf a whole 
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If these poor, persecuttil, but generally amiable, 
people are not what they are here described to be, it is 
certainly not the fault of their persecutors, who strain 
every nerve to render them vicious, debased, and 
wretched. Not only can their elective rights be set 
aside, with impunity, and all the valuable laws, in which 
are comprised the security of the subject, be suspended 
at pleasure where coloured men are concerned, but, lert 
they should raise themselves, by mental improvement, to 
that state of respectability of which they are capable, 
under proper instruction, their education is almost uni- 
veraally discouraged, and many of the States have passed 
laws to inflict penalties on " any person who teaches a 
/re^ negro to read or write." These penalties vaiy &om 
fine, whipping, imprisonment, and ^eaih ! Yes, startling 
as is the fact, we have it on record, that " In Louisiana, 
the penalty for instructing a free black in a Sunday- 
school, is, for the first offence, five hundred dollars ; for 
the second offence, death !" This almost incredible sen- 
tence is given in the very words of Judge Jay, in his 
"Slavery in America," {p. 17,) a work to which those, 
who desire a full and faithful account of the infamous 
laws and disgraceful prejudices again.st these nominally 
free citizens, would do well to refer. In the " Proceed- 
ings of the New York Colonial Society," it is confessed to 
be ■' the busiuesa of the free, — their safety requireb it, 
— to keep the blacks in ignorance." Surely the cup of 
their calamity was sufficiently full, in being compelled to 
i-emain the patient spectators of the annihilation of their 
political rights, and to every kind of personal indignity, 
without the increase of the pangs excited when they see 
that their very minds are also subjected to ruffianly inva- 
sion ! Their republican tyrants can rest satisfied with 
nothing short of unqualified subjection ; and, as the 
surest means of gaining for themselves the desired pre- 
eminence, they seek to perpetuate the intellectual and 
moral degradation of their victims. They well know 
that this must he effected, before the natural love of 
liberty, and the consequent desire to defend it, can be 
totally extinguished within them. For "surely oppres- 
sion maketh a wise man mad !" 
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Thus, the coloiired population of the United States are 
systematically deprived of every equitable right that 
appertains to civil and social life; and the partial and 
anomalous administration is carried out in everr cod- 
fleivable manner, to the most pemiciouB extreme. Indeed, 
the unhappy nominally-free men of colour are never abso- 
lutely secure of their pergonal liberty. They are con- 
stantly exposed to seizure by the bnital kidnapper, and 
liable to be sold to labour in the sonth ! The Rev, Dr. 
Price thus speaks of this most infamous state of things : 

" One of the moHl revolting fentures in Amerienii Scwiety \a the 
insecurily nf lire and Ilbeny amongst tlie free pbhsuns of colour, 
in the norlhem, bb well as in the aoulhern, Slatt-s. No iise black 
in safe, tven in the city of New York, without liis parchment cer- 
titlcate about his body, at all timet and iu all places. A set of 
niiBcreanCB are constantly prowling about, who, under colour nf 
aearehing for run-away slaves, kidnap those who never were slaves, 
and hurry them off into intertnlnabie bondage t The papers pub- 
lished by the friends of the negro abound with the most friglitf 1 
cases of oppression and cruelty of this kind. The laws passed for 
the protection of aach persons are too feeble ^n>>'iM that universal 
prejudice which ia inherited by almost the entire population ; so 
that a eaae of wrong which, in England, would ring from one end 
of the land to the other, is but aligliCly regarded in America, how- 
ever deep the interests that are involved !" 

Confirmation of this horrible fa«t is given by Mr. 
Bourne, in his " Picture of Slavery," a short extract 
from which may not be thought unnecessary . 

" Nothing is more common than for two white kidnappers to 
demand the certificatfi of a black freeman, tear it in pieces, or 
secrete it, tie him to one of their horses, hurry lo some jail, while 
one whips the citizen along as fast aa their horses can travel. 
Tbere, by an underBlandinjj with the jailer, wlio shares in the spoil, 
all possibility of intercourse with his friends is cut off. At the 
earliest poBiuble porloil, the captive Is sold to pa; the felonious claims 
of the law, bought throu<rh jugglery, by this trio of meu-stealers, 
and then transferred to some of tiieir accomplices in iniquity, who 
fill every part of the southeni States with fraud, rapine, and 
blood 1" 

Thus the term equality, so pompously preached, and 
often most absurdly practised, amongst the white citizens, 
}oses its true signification when the sable race are con- 
^emedj aad thus it becomes a bye-word and a reproach, 
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to designate the intrinsic baseness of American polity ! 
This baseness will appear the more glaring, when it is 
considered that, by the " Thirteen Articles of Confederar 
tion and Perpetual Union between the State*," it ia 
provided, 



Here is a Tirtual stipulation for the protection of all 
free men, of whatever complexion, in the full enjoyment 
of those rights belonging to free men in a free country. 
In this clause, not the slightest hint is dropped whereby 
advantage could reasonably be taken.for one man to oppress 
another,* The contract is clear and straightforward. 
Indeed, all doubt must have been removed from the 
subject by an attempt to alter the clanse, to the exclu- 
sion of the negro. This attempt is noticed by Judge Jay. 
"While these articloa," says he, "were under the con- 
sideration of Congress, it appears, from the Journals, that, 
on the 25th of June, 1778, the delegates from South 
Carolina moved the following amendment, in behalf of 
their Slate : In article fourth, between the words, free 
inhabitant, insert white. Passed in the negative,— ^jes, 
two States; nays, eight states j one state divided." "Here, 
then," adds that benevolent Judge, " was a solemn decision 
of the revolutionaiy Congress, that free negroes should be 
entitled to all the ])rivileges and immunities of free citi- 
zens in the several States," 

After BO clear an exposition of American law by one of 
their own Justices, is it not a monstrous anomaly in 
politics, that the American white people are permitted 
to perpetuate the moat execrable despotism over their 
coloured fellow-citizens ? Is it not humiliating to eveiy 

• *' In sonip of the States, Blavery was abnlighed by judicial deci- 
eions, mode on the ground of express conililtilionnl deetaralions, that 
•all mrn irk burn fhbk and equal.' The Sl&tes which thus 
abolished slavery ore Vermont, MasaachuBetta, and New Hampshire," 
—Slavery and the Internal Slane-Trade, p. 169, That this good 
example was intended to have been followod bj others, ia evident 
from mnny I'acts cnimrcled with the early histnTy of American inde- 
pendence.— &e p. 223 to 236 of the eaiue volume. 
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good man to behold how bad mun are not only allowed, 
but encouraged, to contaminate the moral character of their 
country, and to destroy the equity of its civil code by 
transfixing it with the poisoned shaft of partiality ? Is 
not the pernicious wrong so palpable, that its denial or 
(Ictubt must be deemed rather the affecLatinn of the heart- 
less tyrant than a possible state of mind for an inquirer 
after truth P And, until the loud and continuous Toice 
of the electors shall succeed in restoring the full right of 
petition, and in effecting a change that shall protect the 
coloured man from oppression, what means the boast of 
an American President, that "all are upon an equality,* 
—that there are certain rights possessed by each individual 
American citizen, which, in his compact with the others, 
he has never surrendered, — some of them, indeed, he is 
nnable to surrender, being, in the language of our system, 
inalienable?" What, also, is meant by "The power of 
onr sovereignty can interfere with no one's faith, inflict no 
punishment bid after vxll-ateertainrd guilt? The Presi- 
dent must consider himself bound, by the most solemn 
sanctions, to gnard, protect, and defend the rights of ail, 
and of every portion, great and tmall, from the injustice 
nnd oppression of the rest? I can conceive no more sublime 
spectacle, none more likely to propitiate an impartial and 
common Creator, than a riffiJ adherence to the principlet 
of justice on the part of a powerful nation in its transactioni 
wUh a aeaker and uncimlized people, whom circumstances 
Jiadplaced at its disposal?"^ Was it not pitiiiil thus to 
spout the worth of liberty, equality, and justice, and yet 
be a consenting party to a political system which has neither 
breadth nor grandeur in it, but which practically denies 
the rights of citizenship to all whose skins are darker 
than hia own? The man whose understanding is liberated 

■ ^IrB. Trollope Ppeaks of tite way iu which the rights o\ tqualUy 
Hre " K""''''!^''' pnittQledjand dufi-niied from injustice aud ripprefision." 
" Thfl Mme miin who benrds Mb wealthier and more educated neigh* 
bour with the bu)]jing boast, 'I am ks ;;ni>d as yaii.' toTna to hii 
slave and knocks liim down, if lite fuTrow he hns p]ou);bed, or tlie log 
be lins felled, please not this slicfclec for equalitg. Tliere is n gt-"— 
filaeliuoil on llie very aurfnce of sue\\ a man's principles tliat 
roltiug ! " — Domettic Manners of the Americans, Vol. II., p.; 
■f Graeral llarnsoii's luaugurul Address. 
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Sfom the trammels of tlie narrow and baner passions of 
our nature is willing to acknowledge in a fellow-creature, 
of whatever clime or colour, a brother born to the same 
freedom and to an ec[uaJ participation of the same civil 

Let not the American senatoi-s continue to declaim on 
the beauties of "equality" and the duty of n "rigid 
adherence to the principles of justice," while they give 
so palpable a contradiction to their metaphysical theories 
by their unrighteous prejudices against men whoae " in- 
alienable rights" are entitled to aa much respect as their 
own. So long as they refuse to purify their " domestic 
institutions " from the dark pollution of slavery, — so long 
as they refuse to erase from their statute-book all parti^ 
laws, — to what do their frothy speeches on the rights of 
man amount ? Mere flourishes of language, contemptible 
solecisms, the cant of liberty, and an evident token of des- 
titution in the sympathies allied to our common humanity ! 

" Oh ! Freedom, Freedom, how I hate tliy eanl ! 
Not eaBlcm bombast, nor the saVAge rant 
or pnrpled madmea, were they nliTDbered all. 
From Koman Nero down to Ituawan Paul, 
Could grate upon my ear bo mean, bo hose, 
As Ilie rank jargon of that factious race, 
Who pant for license, while thej Bparo oontroul, ' 
And shout for rightn, with rapine in tlieir Boul I 

The medley idbsb of pride aod misery, 

Of whips and charlers, manacleB and rights, 

or slaviog blacks and democratic whites j" 

Had they a tithe of the patriotism nominally passed to 
their credit, there is a moral certainty that no such " pye- 
hald polity" would be tolerated for a single day. " In 
casting the yoke from ourselves a^ an unspeakable wrong," 
aays Dr. Channing, "we condemn ourselv^, as ■wrong- 
doers and oppressors, in laying it on any who shore our 
nature." It is well that men of high standing and influence 
fail not to acknowledge and to deplore the imfaithfulnesa 
of these legislators, and to expose the unsoundness of their 
j>rinciples. Lamentation, however, is all that many of the 
Americana give to this subject, though it is Ui fecno-^^si:^ 4 
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their only duty. Ought they not, as men priding them- 
aelvea oa having rulers of their own appointment, and a 
government, all the powers of which are directly derived 
from the votes of the great body of the people, to nae their 
beat exertions for the return of members to Congress who 
would advocate a radical reform in their institutions, — a 
reform baaed on a more comprehensive view of the rela- 
tions of man to man p They who desire to establish 
rational liberty upon a solid and lasting foundation can 
only do so by reducing their laws to the true principles of 
honesty and equity. These form the source of political 
greatness, and their correct appreciation an important 
accomplishment in the great art of legislation. The laws 
of America, however pernicious, are not immutable, lite 
those of the Medes and Persians. An the enactments of 
America owe their existence to, bo they can only be sub- 
tained by, the popular will. How easily, therefore, could 
the foul blots of slavery and prejudice against colour be 
removed from the national escutcheon, if the people at 
large would refuse to haten to the "croakinga of a cowardly 
expediency," and acknowledge, that in the path of princi- 
ple alone lies the path of duty. And surely it is not so 
^fl5.cult to perceive this truth, — that whenever a state is 
found to destroy the rights, "the inalienable rights," of 
one portion of the great family of man, for the gratifi- 
cation of the cupidity of another, — whenever it subjects 
men, guUtiess of infringing any just law, (no matter what 
the pretence put forth) to be reduced to mere articles of 
merchandise, and treated, and sold like so many oxen, 
sheep, or horaea, — that state is radically defective in its 
duties, and acts in palpable violation of the fundamental 
principles of immutable justice. 

Above all, let the Americans destroy their enormona 
prejudice against the colow^ of the negro, "the most 
paltry of all distinctions." In all controversies, preju- 
dice has been found a more stubborn foe than reason. 
Prejudice, 
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Its ■whole lustory offers an inBtnictive warning of prin- 
ci]ile8 to be rejected and piuctices to be avoided. By a 
thousand obstmctioiia, it turns the current of opinion 
into false channels, upholds iuveterate abuses, fostera irm- 
tional differences, militates against an unbiassed exprcssioa 
of judgment, and prevents the maintenance of a wise and 
e([uitable power by the paternal asKuasivea of reason and 
redresK. Xiet the Americans, then, put away this enemy 
to their peace ; for un til that be done, it is vain to expect 
that they will allow all who poaaeaa the character of intel- 
lectual beings, whether drawn out in ehony or in ivory, 
to stand forth in dignified freedom. Till that antagonist 
be overcome, the coloured man, though nominalli/ free, 
will not be a participant in the immunities which his fairer 
brethren agree to ahaie among themselves as inaliraiable 
property, It is not enough that the principles of human 
i-ight are generally understood, so long as they are but 
partially admitted, and acted upon ; because such under- 
standing and practice may happen, and has happened, 
under the moxt absolute governments. It is the obligalion 
a government feels to reeolleot and act upon, at all times, 
the principle on which public justice is based, which pro- 
perly constitutes a free government ; and, in a republic, 
that obligation must flow &om the people themselves, be 
exhibited in their representatives, and owned and respected 
by every member of their executive. Until this compre- 
liensive and righteous code of polity be acknowledged by 
the electors of the United States, and its very nature and 
essence carried into full and complete operation, they must 
expect their pretended institutions of equality and justice 

FantndiBtinction to the whites nnd blacks, nherever such are known 
to exist. Generally, they jiride themsalTes much on iheir colour, — 
its oojipery darkness being coouilered a peculiar mark of excellence. 
The chie& and iufluentijil men, in some of the tribes, object lo inler- 
marriasf' tuilh the whitbs, ou account of the aberration from this 
standard colour wliich is exhibited in the offspring, — whits Iting 
reffarded charactertstio of BPFSMiNicr and cowirdici, and all ths 
sliades between it and their own aa natunlly influenced by thoia 
qualities, in proportion as it preponderates. Tiie Indians universally 
bciiere tliBt tile Great Spirit, when be created all things, exercised 
b partiality in ttieir favour, which was indelibly registered in thair 
colour !"' — JlfrsHHTi of a CaptiBily omonji the Indiaiii of ,Voi'(4 
J^merica,from Childhood to the ase of Nineteen^ b^jJ<lh■'n■. U. [tuTtln 
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to be looked upoa as dead ramificatious and sapless ab' 
surdities ! Until they earnestly apply themselves, by all 
legal means, to sever the chord that binds their prejudice 
to their duty, without staying to ask what ia expedient, 
but aimply what ii> right, let the Americans, as a nation, 
forego all claims to be considered as consistent politicians 
and genuine philanthropists. So long sa they confound 
all the recognised distinctions of right and wrong, by 
maintaining that there shall he one rule of right for the 
black man, and another for the white man, — that the act 
which is detestable when practised towards the latter, is 
Jagtijialle when practised towards the former, — their legis- 
lation will shed not a healthy glow, but sicken in a baneful 
atmosphere. Like a bloated Pagod, their mercenary des- 
potism will stand forth iu inglorious contrast with their 
assumed liberality ; and the motto on their floating ban- 
ners, that " ALL MEN WERE BORN TREE AND EQUAL," exhibit 

a disgusting incompatibility with the existence of a slave- 
market at Washington ! General Lafayette witnessed, 
with grief and indignation, this monstrous inconsistency, 
as well OB the fearful prevalence of the prejudice against 
colour ; and, in the bitterness of his heart, he exclaimed, 
" If the ghosts of the leaders in the revolutionary war (in 
which no distinction was made between the black and 
white soldiers) could arise in majestic array, before the 
American nation on their great anniversary, and hold up 
before them the mirror of their constitution, in thelight 
of iu fint principles, -whsre would the people hide them- 
selves from the blasting radiance ! " Until Justice effect 
an alteration more in harmony with those first principles, 
let the real condition of the United States be emblazoned 
on their national flags. For "All men were born fi-ee 
and equal" let the emaciated negro, with his neck gaUed 
by their yoke, and his limbs furrowed by their fetters, 
accompanied by the goul-dritier, flourishing his blood-reek- 
ing whip, Ite their prominent emblems, that thus these 
rcjrablicans may be humiliated in the eyes of Honesty and 
Truth ! Consistency, righteous policy, the dictates of con- 
science, the wrongs of the suffering, the terrors of crime, 
aJiJte call for this national humiliation ; and, till it be 
B^cted, tbeir repentance will be incomplete, and the hope 
cfmtsliomtioa as delaaive as it is chimericaW 
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ITS OUTRAGE ON CHRISTIAMTY. 
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The system of harsh and unrelenting despotism, of whioh 
I have given but a. faint outline in the previoua put of 
this little work, must appear ao repugnant to all who 
entertain a proper regard for personal Uherty and the 
common feelings of humanity, so insulting to the under- 
standing of all persons possessed of common sense and 
common integrity, that the amazement is, how the major 
part of the American people can show themselves bo 
utterly destit\ite of moral sense, as to stand up in defence 
of its uninterrupted existence ! This amazement can 
only he lessened by the supposition, that the " tyrant 
majority" is made up from the most ahandoned of the 
human race, — of men reckless of the reproach and odium 
to which so vile a line of policy must inevitably subject 
its upholders. Individuals there are, indeed, irom whom 
no better things were to he expected, — who, professing 
ao loftier views of right than the right of the strongest, 
garnishing over their sentiments with none of the glare 
and tinsel of a false virtue, self-oonceived and self-defined, 
but not capable of enduring the only legitimate test, have 
no ambition to impose themselves upon mankind for any 
thing beyond what they pretend to be. But what is to 
be said to the disgmceful and astonodin^ eJwAwsiss^iS. i*. 



the head of ttia chapter ? Are the foundatum and strong- 
hold of man-Healing really in the churehea of America ? 
Are the ministers, deacons, elders, and church-members, 
who participate in all the hideous enormities of this 
monater-crime, aad thus deserve to be numbered amongst 
the perpetrators of the most execrable injustice, the guilty 
participants in the most nefarious of traffics, — the very 
acme of piratical turpitude? "Facts are stubborn things," 
and they have announced, with a plainness not to be mis- 
understood, that it is even so! — that numerous professors 
of religion, throughout the broad lands of the United 
States, act as if they acknowledged neither regard for 
humanity, obedience to honesty, nor veneration for the 
dictates of Christianity ! This truth is humiliating, 
deeply humiliating, to those who desire the extension of 
the Redeemer's kingdom, and who strive to uphold the 
purity of the Christian character, and the digmty of the 
human intellect. But they have a duty to perform ; 
and, however painful the task, they will not cease to 
expose this monstrous outrage on their common Chris- 
tianity, and to proclaim to the world, that they hold no 
fellowship with iniquity, no matter under what name it 
passes current, or in which quarter of the globe it is 
committed. 

In the volume of " Questions and Replies," laid before 
the EngLsh public by the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, some years ago, every thing previously 
advanced on this subject was confirmed, and more thsji 
craifirmed in some instances of a vety painful nature. 
From this volnme may be learned, not merely that almost 
all sections of the professed Christian Church, as well 
in the nominally-free as in the openly-avowed dave- 
states, were " deeply implicated in the guilt of slavery," 

but that " THEY AKE HAINLT ANSWERABLE FOR ITS 

OONTINUANCE !" 

" Thsy are alnve-holdera to na great ui extent propottionabtf u 
the openly irreligioiiH. With tlio exception ot the ' Friends,' ' Cove- 
nanters,' ' United Brethren,' ' Primilive MethotiinlB,' and the 
' Emancipation BaptiBta,' (the (our last-named sects liaving but vary 
/ew cliurches) tliere is not ti single donomiaaiion in the BUve-atates 
wbiab forbids a/ave-holding HinoQg its members ! So for from any 
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9 beinR placed in the mty, there is entry eneouTOgemml U 
own sUve« helrD out to thtim ! If uiy nno ahould feel contcienlitmi 
scruples about it, the example of hU pastor and the church -officers 
amply EatitJieH him that hia misgivings nre the resalt of wesbnesa ! 
Or, if this should not perfectly convince him, a leclore or sermon 
from his minister, proving sls.very a dirine inititution, cannot fail to 
do so ! 1 They do bIbo, in the mun, exact as much labour, employ 
as barbanius oTerseers, stint the food, clothing, and sleep of their 
slaves, and furnish them na wreCctied lodgings, as other moaters. 
They flog as severely and as frequently, lacerate, bruise, maim, crop, 
bmnd, gash, kick, chain, and imprison, with the same relentless 
barbarity; allow Hcentiousnetis to as great an extent, and equally 
neglect the education and religious iostructjon of their slaves. 
They sell and bay human beings, and often separate hoabands and 
wives," parents and children,-f- mlhoul lonng Ihereby Iheir ehnrc/i- 

■ " In 1835, the following gturi/, referrinE to slaves, was presented 
to the Savannnh -River Baptist Association of Ministers i 

" ' Whether, in case of involuntary separation of such a chantcter 
aa tn preclude all prospect of future inlercoorse, the parties ought to 
be allowed to morry again ? ' 

"Annatr; ' That such separa^on among persons, tdtuated as our 
slaves are, is ciniily a separation ^ death^ and they believe, that, in 
the sight of God, it would be so viewed. To forbid second mar- 
riages, in such cases, would be to expose the patties, not only to 
stronger hardships aod strong temptations, hut to church nenature, 
fur acting in obedience to their maeters, who cannot be eipecti-d to 
acquiesce in a regulation at variance uith justice to the slaves, and 
to the spirit of that eonunand which regolalea marriage amonK 
Christians, The ilavei are not free agents, and a dissolution by 
death is not more entirety witliout their cousent, and beyond their 
contnml, than by such separation." 

t Mr. fiimey related, when in England, in 1S40, Uie foUowing 
instance of this heartless practice, which occurred under his imme- 
diate notice: "A widow woman owned a widow woman; and both 
were members of tho Presbyterian church to which I myself be- 
longed. The negro woman had two children, — one seven and the 
other nine years old, — both trained to worship with their mother and 
her owner. Altogether unexpectedly to the negro woman, wEien she 
was returning from some errand on which she had been sent, she 
was met at the door by a shive-trader, who told her that he had 
purchased her apart /ram her loo children ! The wretched woman 
was Blmch with amuEcment at the horrible intelligence ; and, in her 
agony, «he rushed to her mistress, who not only told her that it was 
true, but remained inflexible in her stem resolve 1 The poor slave's 
despair for her children maddened her, and her piercing cries alarmed 
even a slave-owning neighbourhood. All, however, proved unavail- 
ing. The dealer, whose properly she had become, tool: her awaj', 
and I doubt if she has ever seen her children si" "" 
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itaniling! T]ie_v call slnvery a political bleming, denounce abcilU 
tionietB as 'wtuk enthusiasts' and 'fell inceiidiaries,' and Btrive to 
exclude their publieationa froni the south. They have threatened 
their persODB, impugned their matives, and denounced tlleir piety. 
They have suetteagively despised thorn for the smallneHB of their 
numbers, and hatad them far their growing strength and gHtherin|r 
hosts. In DO cause, it is believed, have the southern clergy ever 
evinced Bo inueh industry and earneatnesa as in contending against 
the doctrineB, that liatjery is sin, and immediute evmndpaiion a dvly. 
Ir these two propositions haxl imhodied the stun and suhstance 
of all damnable heresies, tiiey could not have eseited greater 
opposition !" 

Writing of the professing Christians of the Norihem 
States, the same authority tells us, 

" Many of them not only npprove the enormity, but some, ' men 
J^f great title$ tn ih^ churches, have given their saTictiims to deed^ of 
violence against abolitionists," and actually ' been active instigators 
of many of the pro-tiaverg mohi that have disgnwed the/res stntea 
for the last seven years. 'Good enough for the fanatics I' 'Just 
what tlie rascals deserve [' 'The only way lo deal with the incen- 
diaries 1' and such like endorceinents of mob-violence, iiave fallen 
from the lips of many a minister, deacon, elder^ and claBs-teader, in 
the rara Btafes '. Lnrce numbers of them are owners of slaves in 
the south. And not only do (he rubble shout the praises of preju- 
dice against colour, hut ministers are its votaries, and temples dedi- 
cated tu God its sanctuaries and shrines 1 It partitions olT the house 
of God,* and mnkea the comtn union-cup a respecter of persons ! 
Reiljiion hangs her head, and goes heart-broken from her temples, at 
^ghts like these I" 

The book also contains an " enumeration of the various 
modes of torture known to be practised in the planting 
states, which must convince the most credulous, that our 
picture of slave-holding cruelty has not been overdrawn." 
From this harrowing portion of the volume, I take the 
following pass^es : 

" In contemplating the account, it is difBcnlt to resist the convic- 
tion, that a more profound and malicious cunning limn belongs to 
mere man haa been employed in contriving such a diversity of liellish 
torments Co plague mankind ; at the same time, we must confess 
that their invadion displays no more of the fiend than their applica- 

■ " In all the Prolestant Churches in New York," says Mr. Biri'ey, 



H ITS OUTRAGE OS CHBISTIAKITT. 55 

' (ton, which is duly made by beings wearing the form of men ! The 
Blares are BUBpeDded by the wriatB, with their toes just touching the 
ground; llieir ancles liuvinp; been tied, a heavy log or fence-rail is 
ihrual between their legs. In Iliis Bilustion, naked, they are Hogged 
with u cow hide* tiil their blood and bits of mangled tlesh stream 
f-om their shoulderB to tlie irrouud, Again, ihey are stretched at 
full lengith upon the earth, their faces duwnwurds, each of their 
wrists and ancles is lashed te a stahe driven firmly into the ground. 
Thus stretched, eo that thev cannot shrink in the least from the 
descending blows, they receive sonietimeB hundreds of lashes on their 
naked backs So protracted is the ilo^ug frequently, that (he Dver- 
>eer stops in the midst of it to lake breath, and rest his Ured 
muscles, only to resume it witli increased violence. In such cases, 
the back of the slave ptesenis to the beholder one mass of doited 
blood and mangled Hesh I Sometimeti, in>1ead of lashing the ankles 
and wriatB to stakes, the overseer orders four stiong slaves to hold 
the victim. The persons selected to do this ore sometimes, through 
a refinement of cruelty, the relaliva i)f Ihe taffer'r ! Again, iLe 
slaves are stripped and bnnnd upon a lug; an<l, in tills position, they 
are wrlured wnh heuvy paddles bored full of holes, ench of whicii 
raiaea a blif.ter at every stroke ; or infuTiattd call are repeatedly 
dragged backieards Jrom lAeir skmildert IB llieir hipi I After either 
of the foregoing modes of lacerating the ftesli, spirits of turpentine, 
or a solution of salt, or cayenne pepper, or pulverized mustard, is 
rubbed into tlie bleeding wounds to aggravate and prolong the 

" Sometimes, the slaves are buried to their chins in holes, dug in 
(he damp ground, just 1ar!;e enough for them to stand erect, with 
thfir arms close by their sides. They are also fastened in the stocks 
for several successive nii[hta, being released during the dny for work, 
or conlined both night and day. Instead of stocks, the feet are 
sometimes thrust between the rails of the fence. 

" Tile staves are beaten with heavy clubs over the liead, arms, 
(-boulders, or legs. Walking-canea are broken over their heads, 
bomelimes fracturing the skull, or causing permanent insanity, or 
oven death. In momentaof pnasion, the planter or overseer seiies 
any instrument within reach, — often prostrating the slave at a blow ; 
and then stamps upon him till his fury ia spent! During these 
paroxysms of rage, the slaves frequently suffer the most frightful 
inntilations and fraciureii. Their limbs are broken, joints dislocated, 
faces bruised, eyes and teeth knocked out, lips mangled,- cheeks 
gashed, ears cropped, slit, or shaved close to the head, fingers and 
toes cut off; red-ljut brondiiig-iroas, with the initials of their masters, 

' Tills is a atrip of a. raw hide, cut the whole length of the ox, 
and twisted wliile in that state until it tapers off to a point ; when it 
has become dry and hard, it has somewhat Ihe appearance of a dray- 
man's whip, but tlie sharp edges, projecting at every turn, out into 
ilie flesh at eveiy stroke ! It is, indeed, a dreadful instrumei 
punishment 1 
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are stnnipeil into the ch^Ue, the flcdiy pnrtB of the thi^hfi, and leg* 
and ahoiililers. Tbey am miiinied by gun and piBtol sbols, Mid lace- 
rated with knives!"— P. l2»-30. 

The reader has here a clear and distinct view of the 
structure and machinery of that odious and detestsihle 
syatem of t3rrani!y and ])ersecutiiig prejudice, hy wliich an 
immense majority of the religious professors of America 
seek to maintain their unrighteous power over the slaves 
and their nom in ally-free hrethren. Never in the a-nnalB of 
the world, (bad as are the precedents for injustice and 
barbarity !) did men, assuming the character of sanctity, 
appear more completely degraded, or more deeply sunk in 
the estimation of every honest and unprejudiced mind ! 
The purposes they have unfolded, the means they have 
employed, and the miserable expedients to which they 
have had recourse, in the prosecntion of their unchristian 
measures, are of so revolting a description as cannot fail 
to kindle up the most indignant feelings in the bosom of 
every one, where respect for honesty, homage to relipon, 
and the love of virtue, have not been entirely obliterated. 
All the startling statements which I have quoted against 
the American members of churches are supported, in the 
volume from which they are taken, by such overwhelming 
evidence, that doubt or suspicion of their verity seem 
entirely out of the question, A portion of this evidence 
would have here found place hut for the desire of keeping 
this tract within its prescribed limits ; and the little cost 
at wliich the book containing the statements may be pro- 
cured, renders the omission scarcely to be r^retted. 

A more recent authority states, that " Protestant 
churches are endowed with property in slaves, and pay 
the stipends of their clergy out of the proceeds. And we 
have before us a table, published in 1851, by an American 
society, which professes to show that, in the Union, thei-e 
are upwards of 16,000 Protestant clei^, who, with their 
enrolled church members, numbering li milhons, are con- 
cerned in the holding of not less than 660,000,— more than 
one-fifth of the whole slave population. We suppose it is 
upon some calculation like this that Mr. Hildreth founds 
his atatement, that "at least half of those who call them- 
aelvea ministcra of the gosjiel, sedulously iacnlcate that 

I H 
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1 nature mere animala, intended to be 

s liorses, to be kept for ever under the yoke, and 

not capable of being anything hut slaves." And grantinfj 
this to be, what we hope and believe that it is, a gross 
esaggeration, atill, how far removed from the pure be- 
nevolence of the gospel must their preaching be, when an 
author can venture to publish, and a wide American 
public can read and approve of, such atatemonts as these. 
A celebrated North American divine ia said to characterize 
slavery as one of what he calls the organic ains of the com- 
munity, for which " nobody ia individually responsible."* 
The true lover of Christianity cannot but mourn over the 
evils thas inflicted in her sacred name, and the injury that 
must thence arise to the progress of genuine piety and 



He revolts at the merciless conduct of men profesaing a 
religion pre-erninentli/ merciful, — a religion which teaches 
her children to imbibe and promulgate the dictatea of 
celestial benevolence, and to " love their neighbours as 
themselves." Ue is grieved and humiliated to the duat, 
to hear of men " putting on the form of godliness," without 
exhibiting a particle of its spirit. — of men professing to 
love morality, while they allow its duties to evaporate 
into a mere rhapsody of words, — of men desecrating the 
banner of the Cross, by holding it up as drapery to hide 
the abominations of a most heinous trade of temporal 
aggrandizement, and, while the shrieks of the suffering 
negro are ringing in thar ears, drinking of the cup in 
remembrance of Him who came to comfort the afflicted, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, and to give liberty to the 
captive ! Coutemplatiug such a desecration of all that is 
boly, pure, and just, — a desecration to which so many of 
the American churches give their ready, cheerful, and 
zealous assent,- — ^hc is ready to exclaim with the poe^ 
" Rather plunge me buck ill Pngan niuht. 
And take my chance witli SocratRa for blira, 
TliHii be tlie ClirUtinn of a faitli like thii 1 >■ 
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' Dupotit'i bfit,' (sianpovder) and cold tlgel,' The Sun, oneortlie 
New York city journals, tells ur, 'the R«ir. Hr, ipalce loilh igm- 
palhj/ qf the MtHtimenia iff the aoulh, at evinced in the tpeech iff 
Mr. Wite !" 

" In a letter to tlie editor of the * Emancipjitnr,' the Ren. S. 
WitherBpoon says, * When the tardy process of the law is ina long 
in redreHsIng aur j^evonces, we of the aouth hjivo adopted the sum* 
niary remedy of .lud|^ Lynch : and reaUg I tfutili it one of Ms moil 
teholesome and lalvtary rtmediet far Ike naiad]/ of norlhem fanati- 
ctam that can be applii'd ; and no dou^t my friend, the editor of 
'The Emancipntor,' would feel the belter for its enforcement, pro- 
Tided he had a. toathem administrator 1 I go lo the Bible far tny 
warranl in alt raorai tnatlert ! Let yoar emiBSorieH daro Teuton 
to cross the Potomac, aod I cannot promise yon that their fUe will 
be less than Haman's. Then beware how you goad an insulted, but 
magnanimous, people to deeds of desperation. 

" The liev. R. N. Anderson, addresaiDg the Presbyterian con- 

rgationn of West Hanover, bids them ' quit themselves hke men, 
there be any stray goat of a minialM among yon, tainted with the 
blood-hound principles of abolitioniwn, lei him bo ferreted out, 
SiLKNCEn, cxeommunicated, and left to the public, to disposs at 



That these open invitations to violence and outrage 
should have been eagerly accepted by those who have ' 
liberty on their lips, and despotism in their hearts, can 
surprise no one acquainted with human nature. They, 
donbtlesa, induced many to believe that, while destroying 
the property and injuring the persona of abolitionists, 
they not only gave an impetus to "the tardy process of 
the law," but did God good service ! What other effect 
conld the impious and unequivocal sentiments of these 
professed friends of rehgion have on the ignorant and 
fanatic defenders of slavery ? Ib it not a most painful 
reflection, that the authora and stimulators, — the prin- 
cipal criminals, in fact, — in these works of mischief are 
suffered, not only to escape with impunity, but even to 
receive thanks and congratulations where moral justice 
would decree the severest reprobation and moat exem- 
plary punishment p 

Other (^encies have also been put into operation 
^lainst those minUterial friends of abolition who have 
evinced a determination to " stand fast in the liberty 
vLerewith Christ made them free." The counselling ot 
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Lynch-law was found to be too revolting to the taste of 
some of the American churches ; and, therefore, a, some- 
what leas shMnefitl mode of persecution was hit upon. 
In au " Appeal to the Citizens of the United States, in 
1834, the Rev. S. Clougb, D.D., undertook, amongst other 
unchristian attempts to incite animosity and ill-will, to 
prove that " all clergymen who advocate immediate abo- 
lition are faUe teachers, and ought to be diamiated by 
their congregations." This pastwal advice has been acted 
upon in many instances since its promulgation ; but one 
example of its mischievous tendency will suffice. I have 
it from a private sonrce, and am only prevented from 
giving names by fear of causing new troubles to the party 
concerned. A minister of an Independent church in 
America, writing to a relative in England, thus expresses 
himaelf ; 

" You haTe heard and read, no doubt, much aboDt American 
BlaTery. This is a reproach and curK to this land, beyond what 
you can concoive. The state of society ia borrihie, in consequence 
of it. The people of the Northern Christian Churches,— ministers, 
proressors of colleges, and others, — are all dtalers in slaves 1 
Thert it far more real liberty leith you Ihanteilhua .' I will now state & 
fact concerning myself: Last summer, I said sonie plain and pointed 
things in a sermon against slavery; and it mads levtral of At 
people oi mad as vipert agaimi me I Twice after this, when public 
meetings were called to know if the Society would enga^ me for a 
longer time, tht prB-ataverg parlff did Iheir uitnosl to oulnolt me, and 
drive me B«ms, but failed. Several of them have aince wilidnuDn 
from OUT meelinff-houie, and, <if eouriie, their tupport. This ia a 
specimen of American prejndice, and suaws what i ruiTHPOL 

KORHiBi.li SIN OF SLAVKRV [ Professxng Christiam will riie up 
ugairul a miniiler for thii oj aoini lu l/ie epenlj/ irreliffioiu." 

It is highly gratifying to be able to state, on the 
respectable authority of the author of the pamphlet, 
■'The American Churches the Bulwarks of American 
Slavery," that there are abolitionists in all the churches, 
who are " earnestly labouring to purify them from the 
defilements of slavery ; and that they have strong 
encouragement to ])rocced, not only in view of what they 
have already effected towards that end, but in the steady 
increase of their numbers, and in other omens of success." 
Most certainly, if there be any force in truth, — if tbere 
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be any tendency in righteous and merciful principles 
to find their way into the human heart, — then may those 
who believe in the eternal equity of God take courage, 
and safely entertain the lively hope, that His justice will 
yet manifest itself in rescuing the deeply injui-ed African 
people from the toils of their oppressors I 




In seeking the aid of Eevelation to bolster up their 
sublimated wickedness, the Anjerican professors of Chris- 
tianity have exhibited a degree of temerity perfectly 
unique ! The obvious duty of those who have given in 
their adhesion to Christianity, especially of its miniBters, 
is, to rescue it from all reproach, to discountenance wrong 
in every shape, and to lead their weaker brethren into 
the way of righteouaneaa. In America, however, the 
OhriHtian's code of right and wrong would seem to be 
completely reversed. In that vaunted "land of bibles 
and misaiona," ministerial zeal sometimes takes the most 
repulsive direction, adminiatering to the worst of vices, 
pandering to the most contemptible of prejudices, mis- 
leading " him that is weak in the faith," and systemati- 
cally " changing the truth of God into a lie !" 

A few brief extracts from their published addresses 
will show to what lengths they have gone on this head. 

"TheReB. E. D. SimmB, proreBBorina Methodist college, Bays, 
■ Whether WB coDBult the Jewish polity, iiistituled by God hiiDself, 
or the injuactious of the New Testament, vb are brought to the 
canclasion, thnt liavery ia not immoral.' The CharleBton Baptist 
AsHociation does nal consider that the hols/ Scriplurei have made the 
fact 0/ tlaeery a qaeaUon of tnorala at all. The question, it is 
believed, is purely one of political ecoDomy. It amoonts, in effect, 
to this : Whether the operatroes nf a country shall be bought and titld, 
and THKUHELVKB BECOHB FHOPKHTV, Off in thti stale ; or whether they 

tome other ttalet." " The Sen. Dr. Furman maintaiued that the 
right of boldins slnves ia clearly eatablished in the holy Bcriptiireg, 
both by precept and exarnple." The Harmony Preabytery of South 
Carolina resolved, 'Thai slavery existed in (he time of the apostle 
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Paul. wliD gent a runnway home to hia mBSter Pliilcmon ; and that 
ihe relative duties of master andaUve are taught in the Ecriptures." 
" The Ren. S. Witherspoon pretends tliDt the principle of holding 
the heathea in bondage is recognized by God."— TA* Americaa 
Churehei ihe Bulutarka nf American Siaeery, p. 13, 22, 2J, 30, 34. 

"OeD. C. Piiikne}', in n public addnns, maintained that slavery 
19 nol ineimtuleni with the genius and spirit of Christianity, nor 
considered by St. Haul as a moral evil! The geaernl was regarded 
UB one of the moat distinguished and pwaa membera of the slave- 
liolding comnmnity 1" — See Judge Jay'a Slavery in America, p. 7S-7. 

"An American newspaper was put itito my bunds, dated llctober 
and, 1640, conlaining a, letter, signed B. I'he writer, speaking of 
minialers of the gospel in the south, quotes from them a declaration 
resolved upon, at what they call the Coavention, in the (ollowing 
worda : ' We believe sLave-haJding to be perfectly oompalibie with 
rjenuine pielgi and are sure that the apostles would have received uf 
(0 l/ieir fellowihip !" — Clarkaon'i " Letter to the Slave-liolding 
Planters of Amerioa," p. 23. 

" I watched doaeiy the preiching in the south, — (hat of all deno- 
minations,— to see what could be made of Christianity. ' the highest 
fact in the rij^hta of mnn,' in audi a region. The clergy were pre- 
tending to find express sanctions of slavery in the Bible, and putting 
H'orde to this purpose into the raoutlia of public men who do not pro- 
fna to remember the existence of the Bible in any other connexion I 
The CLKaov urfre ioattirig at public meelinga, thai there aat mil a 
periodicai touth of Ihe Palomao whieh did not advocala slavery ! and 
some were even setting np a magazine, whose ' fundamental principle 
is. that mart ought to be the properly of man I* The clergy^ who 
were to ba sent as delegates to the genenU aasemhly, were receiving 
instructions to leave the room, if Ihe subject uf slavery leaa menlianed, 
and to propose tiie cessation qf ihe practice of praying for slaveil" — 
Miss Martinean'i " Society in America." 

Not only !8 slavery in the abstract regarded ■with a high 
degree of approbation, and its general enormities sought 
to be esteuiiftted from passages of the Bible ; but evea 
that most cruel aud iniquitous form of it, which now 
flourishes in til the rank luxuriance of licentiousness, 
brutality, and murder, in the southern states, has not 
wanted defenders, who have "out-Heroded Herod" in the 
boldness of their assertions regarding it. One extract on 
this head must suffice : 

" The am. J. B. Thornwell md the Am. Mr. Caiiisls, At Lu> 
eaiterviUe, addressed a meeliii): in support of the resolution, ' That 
slavery, at it exieti in Ihe south, in no bvil, and is consilient with 
the PBLWIPLKB o? KBvaiLBO Kuioion f'^SIovery and the Internal 
S/ai!e-7raiie qf Ihe United Stalee qf North America, 
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la not this calling " evil, goori, and good, evil ?" For 
surely the slavery of the south is not only evil, but " evil 
continually," to be " seen and read of all men !" " Cha- 
rity," we are taught, " hopeth all things, believeth all 
tlmigs ;" yet is it not hard to believe, that these reverend 
champions of slavery are what the apostle would have 
called "ensamples to the flock ?"^diflicult to hope, that 
they come not under the condemnation of those to whom 
Paul alludes, when he says, " The wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and nnrighteousuesa 
of inen who hold the truth in unrigMeovtnest ?" How 
can they be said to " put away evil from amongst them p" 
— to " Put on the howels of mercies F" — to " Let no man 
defraud his brother in any matter "t"- — to " Have no fel- 
lowahif with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them ?" — to " fiejoice not in iniquity, but rejoice 
in the truth f" — to " Let no corrupt communication pro- 
ceed out of their mouth, hut that which is good to the 
use of edifying, that it may minister grace imto the 
hearers?" Have they not "grieved the holy spirit of 
God" hy their ntter disregard of these apostolic injunc- 
tions ? Instead of " maintaining good works," have they 
not Bought " their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Chriat'a," and, like the Jewish rulers of old, " all looked 
to their own way; every one for hia gain from his quar- 
ter?" The plausibility of their dispositions, the flexi- 
bility of their consciences, the artificial naxure of their 
piety, as evidenced in their shameless defences of slavery, 
prove how low poor human nature will descend for selfish 
purposes ! These, their besetting sins, give them a pro- 
minent place amongst the "false teachers, hy reason of 
whom," the apostle Peter says, " the way of truth shall 
he evil spoken of." And, to place their identity beyond 
dispute, the very next verse adda, "And through covetous- 
iiess, shall they, with feigned jeorde, make mehchajjdise op 
YOU." (Second Epistle of Peter, Ch. II.) Men of infoi^ 
mation, and with the fuU blaze of Bible hght before 
them, they are " offenders against light and knowledge," 
which are the very worst of offenders ; for the words 
which our Saviour uttered, concerning the Jews, are 
equally applicable to them ; " If I had not come and 
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Bpoken to them, they had not had ain, but nnw tlict/ liave 
no cloak for their nni." (Joha xv., 22.) They cannot 
excuse their extensive guilt in. perpetuating slaTery aa 
"no evil" and as "not iiieonsittent with revealed religion," 
on the poor plea of being ignorant of the heart-rending 
cruelties, the crying injuries, to which that horrid traffic 
in human cattle gives rise ; and, men of professed holi- 
ness, they must not be suffered to take shelter behind the 
Bometimes-oonvenient ridge of cotucientioui error. In 
short, not even sincerity itself can excuse the practice of 
error, in face of the plain oommands of the Deity, the 
all-absorbing benevolence of Christ's example, and in. 
obvious violation of equity and truth. Slavery, in what- 
I -evtir form, ia a practical affront to all that is " lovely and 
*of good report," It is arming human turpitude and 
Satanic ferocity against ^Religion, in a disgraceful attempt 
to bring it down to their own base level, which is a gross 
insult to the genius and spirit of the Gospel, and an 
impious and awful outrage of the Saviour's cause ! The 
Boul of the veneraide Clarksou was excited to indignation 
at the assertion of some of the American clergy, that 
they eoald not see any gin in glavery ! and he thus gives 
vent to his surprise and grief at their wilful blindness 
and daring obstinacy: 

It Beema to me, aa if your acquaintance with slsTeiy had totally 
blinded your eyeti, and left you without the power of seeing, and 
judging for yoursDlvea. 'Vf\\y,— slavery is full of sin! Yon can 
view it in no aspect where its tinfvlneis doet not appear I It is Bin 
in ilsaoarce ; it is gin in its effects. It may lead, and it does lead, 
(and you yourselves know it, and none bettt-r, by experience) that it 
leads to R.tps. adultir!, fjlsb witness .igainbt vutra NRisBBonit, 
and, very frequently, to uunDER. Add to these crimes Ih^, (though 
rape is included in ttieft] and it leads to the violation of no less tbsn 
four out of the ten commandments of the moral law 1 It is tin in 
itariNM, lin in its brtmchea, and mnin its.^i'; and yet, living where 
all these evil practices are goinj; on, you can see no CTil or sin in 
davery ! May God, of his mercy, ptotidod the day of your -viata- 
tion be not over, grant yuu to see slavery in its true iighi, 'before 
your hoases are left unto you desolate I' " (Matt, xxiii., •18.) — LtUer 
ta the Ctergg in the Southern Farti <^ America, p, 32. 

Nor can the snaky design of reconciling such a system 
I of depravity to the practice of godliness, and the eternal 
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rules of equity, long deceive the more unlettered of the 
American population ; hecause plain common sense moat 
show them how wrong it is, that one portion of mankind 
should have rights iy taws the moat obTioualy inconsistent 
with the rights of others iy nature ; or, in other words, 
that the slave-owner posaeaaea property in his fellow-men 
by virtue of legal enactments. Such possession is odiously 
unjust, because property in man is derived by a criminal 
violation of the dearest natural rights of others, who are 
guiltless of any act by which those rights could equitably 
be forfeited. Men who contend for the continuance of 
ena^ments, resting upon so foul a basis as "no eoil" and 
^' not incotuistent loith revealed religion" can have read 
their Bible to little purpose. They plainly contend that 
Itight ought to submit to Might, or be punished for not 
aubraitting to it, — a doctrine at direct variance with 
every principle of natural i-ight and natural reason. It is 
precisely the same as proclaiming the audacious blas- 
phemy, that the laws o/" heaven (for such are the rights 
of personal liberty and equal justice) ought to lie made 
subservient to the laws of earth 1 But it is laid down, in 
the simplest terms, that this doctrine is opposed to Chris- 
tian duty: "We ought to obey God RiTHEB than 
MEN." (Acts v., 29.) " Not the hearers of the law are 
just before Gtod, but the doers of the law shall be jnsti- 
tied." (Eom. ii., 13.) 

On this, as well as on other grounds, the faithful fol- 
lower of Christ may talte his stand, and vindicate his 
religion from the wicted charge of sanctioning slavery, 
which, so far fi^)m being " no evil," is, " measuring its 
magnitude by its crimes and sufferings," aa Clarkson 
observes, " the greatest practical evil that ever afflicted 
the human race." They who have attempted to lower 
the moral dignity of the Christian religion, by dragging 
in passages of the Bible to prove their claim to make mer- 
chandise of their fellow-men, and sport with their best 
and worthiest feelings, can never justify their proceedings 
by the ordinary rules of reasoning. Whatever may be 
urged with this design, it is veiy certain that the religion 
of Jesns Christ is not responsible for it. 

If it be argued, that slavery had the divine sanction 
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under the Mosaic ecouoray, and that, therefori 
Justified in maintaining it under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, I at once dissent from the conclusion. Nothing 
less than sheer ignorance, or wilful miarepreseutation of 
the real merits of the case, would lead any one to draw 
sucli an inference. The government under which the 
Jews lived in the time of Mosea was theocratical. It 
was regulated by the direct commands of Jehovah him- 
self. Consequently, it forma an excejjtion to every other 
kind of rule that has existed in the world. LawB and 
regulations adapted for a theocracy may not be altogether 
suited to oonstitutioiia purely human. The right of GSoil 
to do this or that is unquestionable, though the propriety 
or the utility of the act itself may appear inexplicable to 1 
finite minds, "Canst thou, by searching, find out QodP I 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ?" 1 
(Job XI., 7.) " For my thoughts are not your thought^ J 
neither are your ways my ways, aarth the Lord. Aa the 1 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higheor 1 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." 
(Is. Lv., 8, 9.) Omnipotent Reason, then, is not aJwaya 
apparent to man's limited and feeble faculties ; but what- 
ever commends itself to God's Infinite "Wisdom will be 
considered, by the devout mind, as every way proper and 
justifiable. For " Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right ?" (Gen, XVIII., 25.) 

But if slavery must be advocated on the sanction of 
the Old Testament, there will, of course, bo a perfect 
harmony on the subject, — that la, the injunctions to the 
same efiect will correspond. This, however, is very &r 
from being the case ; for surely, if one condemnation of 
the cardinal robbery and horrible wrong of slavery, as it 
now exists in the American States, can be found in the 
Bible plainer than another, it is this : " He that gtealeth 
a man, and selleth him, or if he he foun" fy Hia hand, 
he sJiall surely he pat to death." (Esod. xxi., 16.) Here 
we have the fact, that, not only the actual stealers of their 
fellow men, but also the purchasers of their human mer- 
chandize, — any, indeed, in whose hands a stolen man might 
hejbund, — were, according to the Mosaic law, to siifier a 
lion's death. On this, it is absolute and unqualified. 
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That all who encourage theft, whether tacitly or avowedly, 
are equally (juilty with the thief, in the judgment of God, 
is evident from the fiftieth paalm : " When thon sawest a 
thief, then thou consentedst with him." The cruel injus- 
tice of forced servitude, of labour without wages, is also 
an abomination in the sight of a benevolent and holy God ; 
for, by the mouth of the prophet hath He declared, " Woe 
unto h im that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and v 
his chambers hy wronn; ; that usetk hU neiffhbour's tervice 
jnilhout ume*, and giveth him not for his work." " Thus 
saith the Lord, Execute ye judgment and righteousness, 
and deliver tke spoiled out of the hand of the oppregaor." 
(Jer. ssii., 3, 13.) "Thou shalt not defraud thy neigh- 
bour, neither rob him ; the wages of him that is hired 
shall not abide with thee all night till the morning," 
(Lev. XIX., 13.) " Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant 
that is poor and needy, whether he he of thy hrethren, 
OR OP THY BTRANGEHa that are in thy land within thy 
gates. At his day, thou shalt give him hie hire, lest he 
cry against thee unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee." 
(Deut. XXIV., li, 16,) laaiah was sent "to bind up the , 
broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and to 
comfort all that mourn." (Isaiah LXI., 1, 2.) A further 
proof that the Bible condemns the odious oharacteristica 
of American slavery is given in Ezekiel, xxii., 29, 26, 27 : 
" The people of the land 'ha.'va used oppression, B3id eicercised 
robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy ; yea, they 
have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. The priests have 
violated my law, and have profaned mine holy thinge. They 
are like wolves ravening the pfey, to shed blood and to 
destroy souls to get dishonest gain. And in the last verse 
of the chapter, we have a description of the punishment 
of auch offenders ; " I have poured out mine indignation 
upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of my 
wrath. Their own way have I recompensed upon their 
heads, aaith the Lord God." Of such a state of thinga, it 
is further said, " Judgment is turned away backward, and 
justice standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in the street, 
and equity cannot enter. And the Lord saw it, and it 
displeased Him that there was no judgment," 

But the pro-slaveiy divines of the \Iii\\ft4 %\:^\ft3. 'o^^**- 
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it convenient to overlook these passages of Holy Writ, I 
and direct their Blave-holding church-memhera to a, text 
which they imagine goeH at once to sanction their traffic, 
Jn the twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus, v. 44-6, they 
pretend that their whole system, of liondage is fully coun- 
tenanced, and, therefore, their conacienc«5 need be nnder 
no apprehension of the punishment which the Kighteoua 
Judge has vowed to inflict upon all who disobey His laws. 
But whatever disagreement may, at first sight, appear 
between these verses and the texts previously cited, it is 
capable of being satisfactorily explained on examining 
their relative meanings. The same thing can never be both 
inexcusable and allowabie. Such a pal|«ible contradiction 
would make the Almighty inconsistent with Himself hy 
giving His holy approbation to a practice, to which, at the 
same time, He a£ixed the brand of infamy, and the punish- 
ment of death ! With relation to the Israelites, the law 
ia positive : '' If a man be foand stealing any of his 
brethren of the children of Israel, and male eth merchandize 
of him, or sejleth him, then that thief shall die ; and ihon 
shalt put away evil from among you." (Dent, xxiv,, 7.) 
Thus it is manliest that slavery was looked upon as eoil, 
and punished with the utmost rigour, by the Righteous 
Judge himself, among His own "peculiar and chosen 
people." There were cases, however, in which the Israel- 
ites were permitted to dispose of their services for a term 
of six years, and when pressed by extreme poverty, they 
were in the habit of doing so. No third party was con- 
nected with the bargain. The persons so bought were 
not forced into an unwilling service, without reward ; but 
it is always to be understood of those said to be "bought," 
that they sold themselves, and always of their own accord, 
precisely the same as any free individual of our country 
may be said to sell himself, when he may find it to his 
advantage to bind himself to serve a master tor a term of 
years, as is often done by an apprenticeship deed. In 
such cases, they were called hired servanti ; but were not 
to be treated with rigour, (Lev. xxv., 39 to 43.) If they 
did not avail themselves of the Sabbatical year of release, 
Ji was BO ordered that both they and their children were 
'-^evitablj- emancipated on the retnia o£ v\ievi yitilsie. 
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■which was celebrated CTery fiftieth year ; for it was the 
positive command of God, "Ye shaU hallow the fiftieth 
year, aud proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 
ail the inhabitants thereof." (Lev. xxv.) Kor was their 
freedom the only gift they received. They were to be 
" fiimiahed liberally out of their masters' flocks, and out 
of their floor, and out of their wine-pressea ; of that 
wherewith the Lord had bleaaed the maiteTB, they were 
to give unto the slaves." (Deut. xv., 14.) The reverse 
of all this was pursued towards those denominated Aea- 
the^s, or gtranqers : " Both thy hond-men and thy bond- 
maids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathenthaX 
are round about you ; of them shall ye buy bond-men and 
bond-maids." (Lev. xxv., 44,) Eightly viewed, this is 
no justification of slavery, especially of that odious form 
of it which America now exhibits ; because it was, on the 
part of Infinite Wisdom, an act of retributive justice. By 
the heathen, Israel had thrice been led captive,- — by the 
Assyrians, in the year 721, before Christ; the Babylonians, 
in 607 ; and by the %yptiana, in 320. By these, the 
Jews had been enslaved ; they had long groaned, especially 
imder the rigour of Egyptian bondage. These their task- t 
masters had exercised no mercy towards them ; and now \ 
God, in retributive judgment, made the heathen feel the J 
bitterness of that state in which they formerly held His \ 
own people: "Behold, I will return your recompense I 
upon your own liead. And I will sell your sons and \ 
yonr daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, ') 
and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far ' 
off; for the Lord hath spoken it." (Joel iii,, 7 aud 8.) 
Further eonfirmatioa of this is given by Isaiah, (Ch. XIV.) 
" And the house of Israel shall possess them (the ilrangere) 
in the land of the Iiord for servants and hand-maids ; and 
they shall tahe tJiem captivei whose captives they were, and 
they shall rule over their oppressors." 

Here, then, the whole difficulty vanishes. All is per- 
fectly plain and clear as the noonday sun. But where is 
the similitude between this retributive slavery, so expressly 
ordered by God, and that of the African oppression by the 
Americans? The pre-eminent villany and cruelty of this 
modern slavery can derive no authority from the es3.n\.ij'.«4 
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I have briefly givea from the Biijle. To contend for the 
contrary is like cont-ending, that a uian ought first to 
become a Jeu; before he embraces QhritUanity ; it ia like 
conteading, that, because there was a high-priest ukper 
THE lAw, therefore there should be, undee the Gospel, a 
similar ofiicer over "gifts and sacrifices unto the Lord." 
But, "seeing that we have a great high-priest, that ia 
passed into the heavens, Jesua the Son of G!od, let us hold 
fast our profession." (Heb. iv., 14.) 

Now, though it is not easy to conceive that we of the 
new era are bound to go to that which has become old, 
and vanished away, for arguments of Christian practice, 
still it ia an opinion deUberately formed in my mind, that 
the morality of the question is the same under both dispen- 
sations, — that slavery, which ia " man-stealing," is at utter 
variance with both Testaments, — " opposite to wholesome 
doctrine, and that which the law should take cognizance 
of to punish." " Whosoever committeth sia ti-ansgresseth 
also the law, for sin is the transgression of the law." 
(1 John III., i.) That this matter is differently under- 
stood by difierent individuals is an additional evidence of 
the great diversity of the human mind. Had not this 
diversity been too apparent to be overlooked, the unacrip- 
turai nature of slavery might have been deemed, by a]l 
sober and reflecting men, as too clear to admit of doubt. 
With them, there can be no question that the whole Bible 
revolts at the sanction sought to be obtained from its pure 
and simple truths for the ensanguined hoiTors of the 
American slave-trade. 

As far as the New Testament ia concerned, one broad 
and comprehensive rule of its benevolent author bespeafcH 
the sound morality and sterling equity of the whole 
volume: "AH things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even ao to thorn ; for thk i» the 
law and lie prophets " The great governing principle of 
our holy religion is here made so plain, that " a wayfaring- 
man, though a fool, cannot err therein." And, until it can 
be satisfactorily shown, that slave-holders ore ready and 
willing to change places with the victims of their tyranny, 
— to quit their comfortable homes for the field of toil, 
trJiere tbey may be maaacled and lacerated at the caprice 
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of a bmtal " aoul-driver," — the keenest ingenuity will 
never be able to prove the traffic in human fleah and blood 
to bo of divine appoiptmect. However reluctant a alave- 
master might be, under such an intelligible trial of the 
golden rule, to confess the honest convictions of his expe- 
rience, the subtlest sophistry would not assist him to 
di^uise the truth from himself. Whatever his tongue 
might uttter,* to his eonaeience the ordeal would be omni- 
potent, irresistible! Jesus Christ came into the world, 
not to rivet the chains of the captive, but, by means 
peculiarly hia own, to purchase and proclaim entire liberty 
to alL But then, say the apologists of the crime under 

* Mies Martinenu mentions a Inj^yi ^ho attempted ta cose her 
conscience in thicker collonanesa against tile wnrnings and overtures 
of truth oil the subject of slavery, by pretending acquiescence in the 
mode of trial alluded ta " The sale of a man was just concluding, 
when we entered the Elave'market of Charleston. A woman, with 
two children, one at the breast, and another holding by her apron, 
composed the next lot. The restleas, jocose zeal of the auctioneer, 
who counted the bids, was the most infernal sight I ever beheld. The 
woman was a mulatto ; she was neatly dressed, with a cleaa apron, 
and a yellow head-handkerchief. The elder child clung to her. She 
hung her head low, lower, and still lower on her hraasl, jet turning 
her eyes incessantly from side to side, with an intensity of expectation, 
which showed that she had not reached the last stage of despair. I 
sliould have tliought that her agony of shame and dread would have 
^tenced the tongue of every spectator; but it was not so. A lady 
chose this moment to turn to me and say, witii a cheerful air if 
Boraplacenci/, ' You know my theory, — that the one race mnat be 
suteervient to the other. I no not cahr which 1 And if the blacks 
should ever have the upper hand, I tkauldnol mind ^landing on thai 
table and tein^ sold with two of mtchildiikn '. ' Who could not help 
saying within himself, ' Would you were 1 so that lliat mother were 
released 1 ' Who could help seeing, in vision, the blacks driving the 
whites into the fields, and preaching from the pulpits of Cliristian 
churches the doctrines now given out there, that Ood Aim respect of 
persons, that men are to hold each other HS property, instead of 
regarding each other as brethren ; and that the right interpreta- 
tion of the golden rule by the slave-holder is, ' Do nuto your slaves 
as you would wish your master to do unto yon, if you were a slave ? ' 
* * * If tliere he ascenewhich might alaggerthe faith of thespiritof 
Christianity itself, — if there be on enperience which might overthrow 
its sereni^, — it is the Iransitioa from the slave-tnarket to tlie 
abodes of the slave-maalers, bright with sunshine, and gay with 
flowers, with courtesies and mirth V'—RetTOspevI nf Weilem Travel, 
Vol. II., p. U4-e. 
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notice, slavery is not expretaly forbidden, either by Christ 
or his apostlea ; it is " no where condemned in God's holy 
word," "nor considered by St. Paul ae a. moral evil." 
Similar objections, at one time, were urged in our own 
country, by men, too, from whom were expected practical 
iIlustrationB of Christ's precepts, — the exhibition of aa 
ardent and generous enthusiasm in the cause of humanity 
and justice. But tht'ir doctrine was humility, their prac- 
tice, pride; they exhorted to benevolence, and indulged 
in covetousness. Theirs was the cant of religion, put onto 
Berre worldly ends ; pious where it was pere()icuoua, and 
charitable where it was ostentation. No true-hearted 
Englishman desires to blink this disgraceful fact, however 
deeply he may deplore its occurrence, as one of those 
mischievoua precedents which helps to mate religion des- 
pised, and its ordinances foraaken. But the objections in 
question are destitute of truth. The New Testament does 
condemn slavery ; and there is direct evidence that, by 
Paul himself, it is classed amongst the very worst ofmorai 
evils, the foulest of crimes in the catalogue of human 
guilt. Amidst hia labours, perils, and sufferings, in the 
cause of humanity, the apostle was not very likely to 
overlook turpitude of this sanguinary nature ; and accord- 
ingly, we find him denouncing it, under the teim of man- 
stealinq, in his usual eloquent and fearless style. Writing 
to Timothy, he observes, " The law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for imholy and profene, for mur- 
derers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for maa-slayers, 
for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with 
mankind, for mensieal-trrs, for liars, for perjured persona ; 
and if thera be any other thing that is contrary to sound 
doctrine." (1 Tim. I., 9, 10.) Can any thing be required 
more explicit than this ? Is not the apostle Paul's condem- 
nation intended to operate equally against the greatest of 
miscreants, the very worst of murderers, and the kidnap- 
per ? Dr. Ma«knight, one of our most able critical 
writers on the epistles of the New Testament, has, on the 
term " men-atealera," the following remark i " They who 
make war for the inhuman purpose of selling the van- 
ywyjeA^i/ass/ai^^iiasiBthepractlci; ofthc African priucea, are 
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rttily meii'Stealera ; and. tLey who, like the African 
traders, encourage that unchristian traffic, by purchasini;; 
the slaves which they hioui to be thus unjustly acquired, 
axe partakers in their crime." The learned Bishop Horsley, 
in one of the debates on slavery, said, in the House of 
Lords, "Aa St. Paul had coupled men-stealera with mur- 
derers, he had condemned the slave-trade in one of its 
most productive modes, and generally in all its modes. 
And here," continued his lordship, " it is worthy of remark, 
that the word used by the apostle on this occasioD, and 
which has been translated vien-stealere, should have been 
rendered blave-tradkbs. This is obvious from the Scho- 
liast of Aristophanes. * * * It is clear, therefore, that 
the slave-trade, if murder is forbidden, has been literallv 
forbidden also." This is confirmed by Dr. Morison : "If 
there be a God, and if He has expressed His mind in His 
blessed word, fo huy and sell a man who wag omginallt 
STOLEN, and who is still retained and punished without a 
erime, is a violation of the flrst and moat essential prin- 
ciples of eternal justice ! " " The wrong in the Jirfit 
seizure^ writes Dr. Channing, " lies in the destination of a 
human being to yu^ure bondage, to the criminal use of him 
as a chattel or a brute. Can that very use, which makes 
the original seizure an enormous wrong, become gradually 
innocent ? Does the duration of wrong convert it into a 
right ? The original proprietor, the true owner of a 
human being, is made manifest to all. It is himtelf. "So 
brand on the slave was ever so conspicuous as the mark 
of property which God has set on him. God, in making 
him a rational and moral being, has put a glorious stamp 
on him, which all the slave-legislation and alave-maikets 
of the world cannot efface." Dr. Adam Clarke, in his 
admirable "Commentary," renders " men-atealers " into 
'■ slave-dealers," and adds what is equally true as decisive 
of the point in question ; "Whether those v)ho carry on 
the traffic in human fleah and blood ; or those who steal 
a person in order to sell him into bondage ; or those who 
I'uy such stolen men or women, no matter of what eolour 
or what country ; or those who sow dissensions among 
barbarous tribes, in order that they who are taken in war 
niay be sold into slavery ; ot the nattoiis "«Wi U^aUit 
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or connive at sucb 4n-affi.c ; all these are men-stealers, and 
God classes them with the most flagitious of mortals," 

Thus it will be seen, that slavery is " condemued in 
God's holy word," and " considered by the apostle Paul," 
not only a "moral evil," but included in a summary of 
the vety worst of eeilg. There ia uo possibility of escape 
from this conclusion; and he who persists in denying 
that purchasers of slaves come under the ban of men- 
stealers, cannot screen them from the sweeping clause 
with which the list of black offences is wound up ; " And 
if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound 
doctrine.'''' In this, " every species of vice and immo- 
rality," says Dr. Clarke, "all must be necessarily included 
that is contrary to sound doctrine, — to the immutable 
moral law of God, as well as to the pure precepts of 
Christianity, where that law ia incorporated, explained, 
and rendered, if possible, more and more binding." 

From what has been already advanced, it were natural 
to suppose that all men professing to receive the Bible as 
a heavenly guide, ia things both spiritual and temporal, 
would no longer contend for slavery as " consistent with 
its principles," The ministers and other professing 
Christians of America, however, are not so easily turned 
from their beloved theory. They either entirely over- 
look, or attempt to explain away, the plain declanktion to 
Timothy against mon-stealera, and rush to Paul's letter 
to Philemon as the one thing needful to their support. 
Because the apostle, in sending back Onesimus to his 
master, did not expressly condemn the institution of 
slavery, they would persuade theniselve, and deceive 
others into the beHef, that he did not consider such an 
institution, in itself, as either sinful or unnatural. This 
objection may, at first sight, and received apart from all 
knowledge of the character of the apostle, and the situa- 
tion in which he was placed, appear highly plausible ; but 
it would be a prostitution and a profanity of the lofty 
and righteous principles of Paul, to construe his silence 
on this head into approbation of the fierce passions, the 
merciless cupidity, and the reckless lust, to which that 
institution invariabhf gives rise. Who in his senses 
ffoald draw snah a,n iwference ? It formed no part of the 
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apostle's miKsioii t(i estermiuate bad political institutiaos, 
by coimBeUing violence, and marshalling physical force. 
He was to assist in supplying motives and sanctions to 
the duties of men ; and his power lay in his persuasive 
eloquence, his calm dignity, his invincible reasoning, his 
extensive benevolence, and his magnanimous spirit. 
Those were the weapons of his warfare ; and they proved 
mightier than any two-edged sword in bringing convic- 
tion to the hearts of sinners, and in achieving conquests 
and triumphs over every speciea of vice and immorality. 
It was by these peaceful means, that the Apostle to the 
GentUea quickened morals into action, and subdued the 
proud mind into a reverence for the obligations of the 
laws of God. To have acted otherwise, St. Paul knew 
would have been to employ the name of his religion 
against its spirit,^ — against that spirit, the distinguishing 
characteristics of which are purity and gentleness, and 
whose purposes are as sublime, as, in their progress and 
results, they are irresistible and glorious. 

The reader who takes this candid view of the matter 
will find no difficulty in fuUy comprehending the beauti- 
ful epistle of Paul to Philemon. Perhaps in no other of 
his excellent compositions has Paul given a finer exhibi- 
tion of the true nobility of his nature, crowned as it was 
with every Christian ornament, than in his brief exhor- 
tation to Philemon regarding Onesimua. It is eminently 
distinguished by respect and expostulation, by aflabUity 
and authority, by gentleness and decision, ao happily 
blended into one harmonious whole, as to ensure iti ob- 
ject in a far more satisfactoiy manner than any im.perative 
command, or dogmatical order, would have done. " Where- 
fore, though I might he much bold in Christ to enjoin 
thee that which is convenient ; yet, for love's sake, I 
RATHER BESEECH TBBE.* I beseech thee for my son 
Onesimus, whom I have sent again : ihou, therefore, 
receive him that is mine own bowels, whom I would have 

• Dr. AdHm Clarke Buys, "It woiiH be better to read, 'Wherefore, 
altbough I hsiTe much niitliority , through Christ, to command thee 
to do what is proper ; yet, on HCeoont of my- lovo to thee, I eutreat 



retained witt me, that, in thy stead, he might have 
ministered unto nie in tlie honds of the gospel; but, tcith- 
out thy mind* would I do nothing, that t/iy benefit should 
not be, aa it were, of necessity, but vriltingly." The 
apostle here shows that Philemon, though hia disciple, 
was not required to follow hia suggestions in a blind, 
unquestioning spirit ; but that the request made would 
only be acceptable, if granted willingly, and from 0/iria- 
tirm duty and affection. This was the way to elevate 
Philemon above worldly servility, to instil into his mind 
that " Giod loves a cheerful giver," and requires hia crea- 
tures to do good from, priiunple, and not out of con- 
formity with mean expediency or mere necessity. Hav- 
ing thus prepared his affec^ons, the apostle bids him 
receive hia truant slave, not now aa a servant, but above 
a servant, a brother beloved" — that is, " Do not receive 
him merelyas a slave, nor treat him according to that condi- 
tion." If any doubt remained, after this plain direction, 
that Paul desired Philemon to grant Onesimus all the rights 
of a free man, and return him to Paul as a voluntary 
servant, such doubt muat aurely be removed by the 
twenty-first verse ; " Having confidence in thy obedience, 
I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt do more than 
IsaijJ' On this paaaage, Matthew Henry remarks, " The 
apostle knew !Hiilemon to be a good man, and was thence 
persuaded of his readiness to do good, and that not in a 
scanty and niggardly manner, but with a free and liberal 
hand." And, in his introductory commenta on the 
epistle, he is of opinion, that "there is no reason to doubt 
but Paul prevailed with Philemon to forgive and reeeive 
Onesimits. The Rev. T. Scott, in his valuable " Com- 

* " Tliia showa gceat modesty and humility in the npostle, fbaX, 
though, as Buch, he had an authority, which he could have used, as 
well ae hod onderatandiiij; and jndgnient how to have used it, viitheiit 
cantulling Philemon, or having hia sense of this affair, yet chose to 
conauU liim. * ■ ■ ■ Thai lbs i<n^'>' &c.,— that is, that hia good- 
nesa in forgiving hia Bcrvant, and RKNoUNCiNn all cLiiu and Pbo- 
PSHTV IN iiiK, and admitting him to continue in the service of the 
apostle, nii!;ht not look like a forced thing, hut thai it might appear 
to be a volimtaTj/ action, when he ^ould of himself return him, after 
he had liefu thus sent to him, and received by him." — Exposition ^ 
Ihe Nea TetlamenI, by Dr. Jaha Gill. 
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mentary," jjoea farther : " The apostle entertained an 
rioubt of Philemon's compliance with bis request, and 
expeccted thftt he would do more than he said. It is 
therefore, probable that OnesimuB was iiot only received 
into favour, hut set at liberty. And it is generally 
thought, that he became alterwards a mioister of the 
Gospel," Matthew Henry also thinks, that Onesimua, 
after hia fotgiveneas by his master, was ordained to 
the ministry by St. Paul. "Whether Philemon par- 
doned Onesimua, or pnnished him, is not known," aaya 
Dr. Macknight; "bnt from the earnestness with which 
the apostle solicited his pardon, and from the generosity 
and goodness of Philemon's dispoaition, we may conjec- 
ture that he actually pardoned Oneaimus, and even gate 
HIM HIS FREEDDH, in compliance jcith the apostle'i iminua- 
tion, that ' he would do more than he had asked.' For it 
was no nnoommon thing, in ancient times, to bestow 
freedom on such slaves as had obtained the esteem and 
good-will of their masters by their fidthfiil services." The 
Rev. J. Beoaon " cannot doubt that Philemon gave 
Onesimua his freedom. This certainly must have been 
the caae, if this Oneaimus was the person of the same name 
mentioned by Ignatius, in hia epistle to the Ephesians, as 
one of their bishops, as Grotiiis thinks he was." 

But, whatever the efieot of the apostle's letter, it is very 
certain that he could not do more than he did to obtain 
the manumission of Oneaimus, conaistently with the mild 
authority of an apostle of Jesus Chriat, — an authority 
which it was alone suitable for St. Paul to exercise, or 
commendable in Philemon to obey. This authority did 
not extend to the granting of freedom to Onesimus, with- 
out first obtaining his master's consent ; but it is evident, 
&T)m the tenor of the whole epistle, that the apostle looked 
upon slavery as altogether incompatible with Christianity. 
The exercise of alieolute potiier over a "brother beloved" 
could never be reconciled with the character given of 
Philemon : "Hearing of thy love and faith which thou 
hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all taints." 
(Ver. 5.) Slavery, with "every other thing contrary to 
sound doctrine," would never be allowed, by Paul, to find 
an asylum and a home amongst Christians, without remon- 
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sti'aiice and without reproof. The apostle, in no instance, 
■was found to compromise hia duty, but ever prayed that 
" utterance might be given unto him, that he might open 
his mouth boldly as he ought to apeak." (Ephes. vl, 19.) 
Nor did he desist from this plain-speaking, because perse- 
cution mercilessly followed in his [jath ; but continued, as 
he began, to declare the whole truth fcithfully, saying to 
the elders of the church at Ephesus, " I am pure from the 
blood of all men ; for I have not ahunaed to declare unto 
you all the counsel of God." 

In speaking of the relative duties of masters and ser- 
vants, Paul has enjoined nothing but what is conducive 
to the happiness of both. But the advocates of alaveiy, 
while they turn aside from the advice to masters, fix 
upon that to servants as confirmatory of their right of 
property in slaves, !No such sanction, it is very certain, 
can be drawn from the language of the ajKJstle, or be 
fairly deduced from it. The obedience of servants is not 
to be taken as unconditional, any more than the obedience 
of subjects to kings is to be construed into the meaning 
attached to it by despotic nders. Were monarcha and 
masters universally the personifications of virtue, to 
render them implicit obedience would only be saying, in 
other words, that political subjects and menial servants 
should honor worth, and obey rectitiide. But to do 
whatever might be commanded by a political tyrant, or a 
slave-holder, would be very frequently to run counter to 
the commands of God,- — to mistake the power of the 
capricious tyrant for the supremacy of the Omnipotent 
Buler of the Xlniverse. The ruling authorities in every 
state are simply to be considered as holding power for 
the public welfare, " a terror, not to good works, but to the 
evil." (Acts XXIV., 25; Rom. xiii., 3, i.) They are to 
be a scourge to the wicked, but a reiuge to the weak, a 
defence to the injured, and a "praise to them that do 
well," Such governors are then fulfilling the very ends 
for which their of&ces were originally designed. They 
are then striving to realize the sublime truth, that the 
highest and wisest policy conaigts in maintaining justice, 
and in promoting peace and harmony; and thjat, com- 
pared to theae, schemea of mere gain and power are but 
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trsah and dross, and altogether vanity. It is in this 
respect, and in thia respect only, that they can be said to 
"bear not the sword in vain;" and in this, the only 
proper senBe, they are " ministers of God to the people 
for good." Should there be any departure from this plain 
rule, — should the oppressor receive protection in his op- 
preraions, and the unoffending be uniformly punished,— 
the just principle and true ends of goverument are sub- 
verted, and obedieuoe ceases to be a virtue. The con- 
tinued cheerful obedience of enlightened subjects can, 
therefore, only be reasonably expected to follow the 
administration of just and equitable laws. To such laws 
alone is the Christian required to yield entire submisaion. 
I know that Paul has been thought to lay down the 
unmeaning proposition of unconditional and unkentating 
compliance with the mandates of civil governors, in lus 
epistle to the RomanB. (Ch. sjii., 1-3.) Dr. Macknight, 
than whom few stand higher for Biblical knowledge imd 
critical acumen, gives this clear and intelligible version of 
the passage in question r " Let every soul be subject to 
the higher powers. For there is no power but from God, 
and the powers that be are placed under God. Wherefore 
he who setteth himself in opposition to the power, re- 
siateth the ordinance of God; and they who resist shall 
procure pimishment for themselves, for rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to eviL" Not the slightest 
argument can be gathered frem these sentiments in tavour 
of absolute and irresponsible despotism on the one hand, 
or of slavish subjection on the other. Otherwise, the 
apostolic injunction could be made to apply, indiscrimi- 
nately, to all forms of government and to all systems of 
establiahed religion, — to laws and doctrines iniquitous 
and degrading, equally with those founded on equity and 
justice, and originating frcon the Book of Life ! From 
such a definition of the apostle's meaning, no distinction 
would be made between ruling in conformity with wise 
enactments and gospel morality, and ruling in open con- 
tempt and violation e£ both ! 

But that this was not his meaning is made manifest 
enough by his conduct on more than one occasion. None 
exhibited the vital power of religion, in. itve. •iW'ro.s^es.'wi 
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greater perfection than, did the apostle PauL Surely, 
then, hia practice ia to be taken aa a far better exposition 
of lus sentiments on. the duties we owe to ciyil govem- 
menta, and their executives, than any equivocal meaning 
attached to his words. A stranger to slavish fear ana 
mesa compliance, he invariably exhibited a spirit of 
manly independence, and took every occasion to pour out 
hia sympathy for the desolate and oppressed. Hia quick 
and vigorous understanding could never tamely submit 
to acts of insolence and injustice, though perpetrated by 
those in authority. In the character of the Christian, he 
did not sacrifice that of the citizen ; and, whilst he could 
bear to be hated for hia rehgion, and even perBecnt«d on 
accotmt of it, he indignantly resented political injustice, 
as adverse to its spirit, and counter to its dictates. When 
the high'priest A im nin s commanded him to be smitten, 
Paul nobly exclaimed, " God shall smite thee, thou wbited 
wail ; for sittest thou to judge me ajier the laio, and com- 
mandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?" (Acta 
zxtii., 3.) At Thyatiro, also, he displayed anything but 
abject submission to the unjust decree of public officers. 
At that place, the apostle wrought a miracle on a damsel 
possessed vith a spirit of divination. To her masters, 
she brought much gain by soothsaying ; and a serious loss 
being thus sustained by them, they raised a cry against 
him and Silas, his companion in labour, both of whom 
were, consequently, dragged before the magistrates, as 
troublers of the city, and teachers of unlawful customs. 
This was found sufficient to kindle the prejudices of the 
multitude, which, being backed by a wanton abuse of 
magisterial power, they were, without inquiry, instantly 
stripped and flogged ; and, regardless of even the merest 
forms of law, thrust into prison as felons ! (How like 
was this brutal treatment to that inflicted on the aboli- 
tionista by the I^nch-juroTS of America!) The magis- 
trates, however, aifter the popular excitement had sub- 
sided, and their own judgments had time to cool, dis- 
covered, to their alarm, that the sentence passed on two 
innocent men, though grateful to a heedless and unre- 
flecting rabble, had no justification whatever ivora the 
Roman code, under which alone they wtre bound to act. 
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Therefore, fearing for themselves, they, the next morning, 
sent an order for the immediate discharge of Paul and 
Silas, When informed of this by the keepier of the 
prison, the apostle, instead of silently towing to the 
injury, according to the doctrine of some, showed the 
value he attached to his inauehable right, not to be 
deprived of personal Jreedom, without commilting crime. 
The apostle put into exercise the right of protestation in 
such cases, by indignantly saying, " They have beaten us 
openly, uncondemned, being Bomans, and have cast ns 
into prison! And now do they thrust us out privily? 
Nay, verily ; but let them come themselves and fetch ux 
out!" And to this humiliation were the "powers" in 
question subjected by an inspired apostle, who has thus 
left on record his disapprobation of magisterial tyranny, 
and given an example of public spirit which all Christians 
would do well to emulate. Tliis example was in strict 
conformity with the genius of the religion he went about 
teaching, which, rightly understood and properly applied, 
directly opposes, not only everything that is servile and 
mean, on the one hand, but everything that is intolerant 
and harsh on the other, "No tyranny, no oppression, no 
injustice, must dare to plead its sanction." Thus, whilst 
it is evident the apostle loathed these, as against the 
government of God and the good of society, he the moat 
unequivocally shows himself an enemy to grovelling sub- 
mission, and an enlightened friend to moral remonetrance, 
whenever and wherever civil or ecclesiastical rulers, by 
their arrogance and temerity, afford the occasion for its 
practical observance. 

Nor is any countenance given by the apostle to the 
misdeeds of slave-holders, when he enjoins servants to 
be obedient to their masters. Their obedience, like 
that of political subjects to the civil authorities, was not 
to extend to every command, whether just or unjust, 
whether moral or immoral. When Christianity points to 
a certain line of duty, and vicious masters command to 
follow another, what Christian servant ought to hesitate 
a moment in mating his selection ? If, for instance, his 
master should require him to break any of the ten com- 
niiindments, would he be justified, by the alle?^asis«L W 

^ 1m 
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owes to God, in. obeying ? Certainly not ; he ought in- 
stantly to refuse, and give, as a sufBcient reesoti for hia 
refiiaal, the answer of Peter and John to the Jewish 
rulers : " Whether it be right, in the sight of God, to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye." (Acts 
IV., 19.) The aonl of all obedience is contained in this ; 
and none but the opponents of Christianity ought to be 
found seeking safety in human counsels, when opposed to 
the divine will. !nus admitted, it is easy to see that, if 
the principle were carried into full operation, slavery 
would apeedily he annihilated. 

The apostolic precepts concerning obedience, forbearance, 
and humility, can never, in feet, be twisted into so many 
licences for the arbitrary, cruel, and capricious treatment 
which alavea receive at the bands of their owners, or 
through their brutal overseers. He that hath said, "Ser- 
vanta, be obedient to them that are your masters according 
to the flesh," hath not forgotten to add, " And ye masters, 
do the same thing unto them," giving them " that which 
iajust and equal" and "forbear threatening;" "knowing 
tlmt ye also have a master in heaven," with whom "there 
is no respect of persons." (Col. iv., 1 ; Ephea. vi., 5, 9.) 
Insulated passages of scripture, assisted by strained inter- 
pretations, may be made to satisfy the slave-holder that 
they counsel an idolatrous reverence for his power ; but 
the fair reading of the Bible would teach him that no 
part of the Word of Gfod provides for the degradation of 

an to the level of the brute. As Milton sings, 

*' God gave ui 
Dominion a 
By His don 

He made not Lora; BQcn uue to mmBeii 
KesBiTing, huinuii left from human free." 

It is not a little singular that the apostle Paul should 
be considered, by the upholders of slavery, as the great 
founder of their iniquitous system, when he every where, 
either virtually or emphatically, condemns itl In his 
first epistle to the Corinthians, he expressly declares that 
no man ought to resign himself to bondage ; " hut if thou 
'layesf de made PREt; USE IT RATHER," Without, however. 



ITS OUTBAGE ON CHBISTIANrTY. 85 

detaining the reader to account for the folly of the slave- 
holder in summoning a witness so decidedly adverse to his 
cause, it ie very cei-tain that, to give slaves " that which 
is JUST and equal," would he, if words have any meaning, 
lo manumit them at once ! Por how can a man in a state 
of bondage be said to receive either justice or equality, 
when the fact of holding absolute dominion over him is a 
practical denial of both ? Absolute power is essentially 
vicious ; and its existence, in any degree, should be depre- 
cated as the prolific soui-ce of eviL Besides which, it is 
so continually tottering, and so unifonnly exposed to 
o>-erthrow by every breath which assails it, that the little 
accession of authority which it confers upon its con- 
trivera is overbalanced by the hazards at which it ia 
held, and the mora! anxieties with which it burdens its 
possessors. A volunlarif servant may, indeed, receive 
from his master "that which ia just and equal," but a 
slave— IHEVEB. 1 

The condition of the bondman is not a natural one, and 
he cannot be said to really obey bis master in anything. 
Obedience implies the right of choice, the freedom of the 
■will ; but the absolute power exercised by the master 
over hia slave is utterly destructive of this choice. The 
whip is his schoolmaster ! No man, at liberty to refuse, 
with safety, would think of handing over his purse at the 
demand of a highwayman ; and the master has certainly 
no better claim on the willing compliance of an innocent 
man, deprived of his personal freedom, to yield his services, 
without an equitable remuneration. One demand is as 
felonious as the other. No just plea can be oflered, nor 
a single right be shown, for the atrocities committed by 
Americans on the people of colour, which the lughwayman 
could not as reasonably offer for the crimes which i-ender 
him subject to the laws. In both cases, cupidity is to be 
gratified at the expense of the property and rights of 
others. It may lie urged, that the slave-owner's claim 
difiers, in one respect, from that of the highway robber, 
inasmuch as it ia sanctioned by the publicly-deckred will 
of the government under which he lives. But, then, it 
should be considered, that any such sanction ia wandering 
from the legitimate path of human legislation ; and it is 
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very certaia that the slave owes no obedience to enacb-' ■ 
meets which deprive liim of all protection against violence, 
all claim to justice, and all right of disposing of his own 
labour. Bishop Burgess treats with merited contempt 
the idea of the slave's uncompensated services being called 
obedience to his master's orders. The worthy prelate 
justly revolts at the violation thus sought to be inflicted 
on the plain meaning of scripture, and he indignantly 
exclaims, 

"Reciprocal dudes ! Redpmcal duties ! To have nn adequate 
Beuse of the propriety of tliefio temiB, we muat forget tlie hviioane 
pruviaiuiiB of tlie Hebrew law, as well as tlie liberni indulgeTice of 
Roman slavery, and think only of (his lordship might have EBid) 
AxEiucAN Slavekv ! — of uulijiiited, ancmapensated, brutal, slavery, 
and then judge what reaproaly tliere can bs between ABiWLUTK 

Christian chnrity can be said to enforce the reciprocal daliei of the 
(Ameriean) slave aud bis master. RECirRi>ciTT in inonkistknt Wits 
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Even the worst kind of criminals, who may have their 
sentences commuted for transportation, perform their 
allotted tasks under overseers, whose power extends not 
to anything like that absolute degree with which the 
slave-driver is invested. How monstrous, therefore, is 
the injury inflicted on the slave ! How doubly angravated, 
how shockingly cruel, is that system which consigns an 
individual, guiltless of offence, to that measure of toil 
which is bounded only by the insatiable cravings of avari- 
cious despotism ! The planters would seem never to think 
of askiug themselves, why any one of their species, because 
of the colour of his skin, ^ould thus be excluded from 
competing with his fellow man for all that distinguishes 
one human being from another, either in art or science, in 
property or privilege ! 

But the planters themselves, under a system in which 
property is considered every thing and the black man 
nothing, do not altogether escape punishment, even in 
this world. They are punished in the form of ineffective 
labour, aa compared with voluntary service, and, what is 
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worse, with that depravation of the soul which nothing 
nan produce to so fearful an extent as the exercise of 
irresponaihle power. 

" The[F deedB aie darkly vi»tf '1 : 

The masten liave their pun i 

Far their's have been tlie blinded ey^ 

And their'is tbe hardsaed heart. 
" Evil mav never spring iinohecked 

Within the mortal aoul; 

If such plaKUe-Bpot be not removed. 

It must corrupt the whole I" 

That the unhappy slaves, the daily suhjects of cnielty 
and prejudice, and from whose minds the light of know- 
ledge is so carefully excluded, should also sometimes be 
goaded into the most ferocious acts of revenge against 
their masters, can hardly excite surprise ; and, though 
their fierce retaliation cannot be vindicated, it is a lesson 
they have been taught by their own unpitied sufferings. 
Life itself becomes valueless to men who are wholly 
deprived of every comfort which renders it tolerable ; 
and, when existence is rendered so deplorable, it is 
not surprising that it should be thrown heedlessly 
away on any enterprise which holds out the most 
distant hope of wreaking vengeance on their tyrants. 
Dr. Taylor says, 

" We must look not only to the yoke imposed upon the slave, but 
to the mortal servitude inflieled upon the nmater. The dread of a. 
servile war, or at least of a domestic insurrection, is almost ever 
presoot to his mind. The cowardice oF fear drives him to precautiona 
which only aggravate his danger ; for there is a point where excees 
of weakness passes into excess of strength : it is the point where 
endurance abandons hope, and grasps despair." — Nalwal Hhttars of 
Sacielg, Vol. 1., p. 103. 

The planters are, from their knowledge of these facts, 
kept in a state of constant alarm, not only for the safety 
of their property, but also for themselves and their families. 
The following reminiscence of a gentleman who once 
resided in Charleston, South Carolina, will be sufficiently 
explanatory of this fearful state of things : 

"As it may natnrally be cxpeeled, the unfortunate slaves, knowing 
llitLt they have no property in ihemBelves, show but little respect for 
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the property uf others. Plots and insurrcctians ore frequent ; oncl, I 
during the winterg of \82o and 1S37, we were continuiilly nlBrmed 
by their Bttempts to set tire ta the vity. Some of tliese, unfannoately, 
■uceeededtoo well, and a iiage omaunt uf property was destroj^ 
egpecially !□ Kin^-slniet, whicli is long, narrow, and combustible. 
Half of the militia-force of the city, in which all able-bodied whites 
are enrolled, wiChoat diatinction of raok or nation, is always on fire- 
duty, or liable t« be called out for the protection of the inhabitants 
and tlieir property against the Negroes, iu ease of a lire. I vaa up 
between twenty and thirty oightB during the winter on this busineBa, 
The blacks were compelled to draw the engines, and extinguish the 
fire they had kindled, wliilemany a fierce denunciation of punishment 
und revenge fell from the lips of their incensed musters. Every one 
was aware that the Negroes were constantly platting our destruotlan, 
and that lire was tlie auxiliiiry which tliey chiefly relied upon tu 
effect it ! " I 

" Yea," writes the illustrious Clarkson, " if the unhappy J 
slave is in an unfortunate aituation, so is the tyrant wlw 1 
holds him. Action and re-action are equal to ea«h other, I 
aa well ia the moral as iu the natural world. You cannot I 
exercise aa improper dominion over a fellow-creature, hut^ I 
by a wise ordering of Providence, you must necesaarily 
injure yourself;" or, aa St. Pierre more briefly expresses 
it, " Wien human policy locks its cliain to the ankle of a 
slave, divine justice rivets the other end round the neck 
of the tyrant !" Indeed, sooner or later, the penalty of . 
injustice must fall on those who uphold a system, i 
fl^rantly wicked ; for " Verily, there ia a God that 
judgeth the earth." 

" There ia a time, and Justice marks the date, 
For long-forbearing Clemency lo wail; 
That hour elapsed, the incurable revolt 
la ponish'd, and down comes (lie thunderbolt 1' 

Though the slave-states of America have often expe- 
rienced this truth, to their cost, they remain perverse in 
maintaining, by the most flagitious means, this execrable ] 
traffic in theii- fellow-creatures. In May, 1838, about s 
thousand fine buildings in Charleston were destroyed, of 
which half the inmates were slaves ; and the inhabitants, 
believing the disastrous event to have been brought upon ^ 
them by the awful vengeance of Heaven, set one day _ 
expressly apart, as a solemn &st, to atone for their i 
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fold sina. Yet, (strange infatuation and blindness !) 
while thus coTering themselves with sackcloth and 
ashes, — while thus acknowledging the chastising hand 
of a juBtly-iuoenaed God, — their conacienoea appear to 
have been so seared as to wholly stultiiy them against 
acknowledging their guilt in the monster enonnitj' of 
slavery ! 

But, though they may still refuse to " do justice and 
love mercy," to talk of obedience to their iniquitous power, 
is an insult to common sense ! Such a demand has 
arrayed against it the divinity of justice, the rights and 
reason of men, and the righteous commands of the Highest 
Legislator, who hath emphatically declared, "Ye aball 
not oppress one another. (Lev, xxv., 14.) "I will be a 
swift witness against those that oppreig the hireling in iu 
wage», the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside 
the stranger from hie right, and fear not me, aaith the 
Lord of nosts." (lilal. in., 6.) "For the oppression of 
the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, 
saith the Lord. I will set him in safety from him that 
puffeth at him." (Psalm sii., 6.) 

If this part of the subject is dwelt upon at length, — at 
greater length, perhaps, than to some may seem necessary, 
— it is with an earnest desire to disabuse the minds of 
those who have been led into the grievous error of sup- 
posing there is no disagreement between slavery and the 
Bible. There can be no doubt that this dogma was origi- 
nally put forth to veil a system of unprincipled politics ; 
hut, unhappily, its mischiefs have extended their boun- 
daries so far and wide as to have proved, also, hostile to 
the spread of the GospeL The wretched compound of 
false scripture and false deduction, by which the fallacy is 
sought to be suppoi-ted, finds disciples among many in 
America, whose education and experience ought to have 
led them into a totally opposite conclusion. It cannot 
be matter of surprise, therefore, that their pernicious 
example should be so extensively adopted by the more 
uncultivated members of churches. Dr.Channing lamented, 
that "the ArTHORiiT OF scBiirnnE ib more success- 
fully USED THAN AirYTHINO ELBE TO RECONCILE GOOD 

uiiiDS TO BL&YERv!" In the hope of being instrumental 
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in (iirainishing this succesB, though in never bo STiiall a 
degree, the reader will bear with mo, while I further 
observe, that the whole of our Sayiour'a public life, so far 
from countenancing anything oppressive and arbitrary, 
was purely i-eligious and benevolent. All His energies 
were devoted to the alleviation of human misery and the 
right direction of human conduct ; and He can never be 
said to have fflvoured the vice of parties and the abase 
of liberty. The sentiments which He illustrated and 
enforced, and the truths which He propounded and ex- 
emplified, can never, by fair means, be construed into 
apologies for the horrible wrongs of slavery. He was 
himself the personification of every virtue, — our Great 
Elxemplar in all that is calculated to operate against evil, 
and drive cruelty out of the world. "His every word and 
every deed were expressive and continual proofs of this, 
and signally show that the idea is something more than a 
poetical fancy, — that it embodies a truth of unvarying 
meaning, and ia significant of what ought to be the con- 
duct of those who profess the religion which He came 
from heaven to teach. Nor less evident is it, that a 
perfect system of equity is well pleasing to God. To 
whatever page of His revealed will we turn our eyes, 
evidence ia at hand to satisfy all whose hearts are duly 
influenced by His holy spirit, that it is eminently con- 
ducive to genuine freedom and promotive of impartial 
laws. It no where teaches the bondman to hug his fet- 
ters, to exhibit any unmanly and unnatural acquiescence 
in compulsory servitude. Nor does it countenance the 
incongruity of men who profess extraordinary respect for 
liberty and henevolence, while in practice they are tyrants, 
and callous to the sufferings of others with a akin more 
dingy than their own. What, indeed, must the negro, 
when brought to a saving knowledge of Christianity, 
think of the piety of his merciless task-maaters ? How 
will the odious practices of religiom masters, overseers, 
and drivers, harmonize, in his eyes, with the Gospel's pure 
and universally benevolent spirit ? — with the tender mer- 
cies and the sublime charity, which are so beautifully set 
forth in that holy book ? Does not that divine volume 
isaci tie maEocled negro that he is, by nature, the white 




ITS OUTKAQB ON CHRI8TIAinTY. 91 

mail's equal? — made, like him, in the image of that 
Umnipotent Being, "-who hath made of one blood all 
nations of men to dwell upon the face of the earth ?" 
(Acts XVII., 26.) "Have wo not all one father?" aaks 
the prophet, " Hath not one God created ua P Why do 
am deal treaeherously every man affamst liis brother?" 
(MaL II., 10.) la not the n^;ro'a sold saved by the same 
Redeemer, and capable of eujoying the same heaven and 
the same eternity ? " By one spirit, we are all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free." (1 Cor. xii., 12.) 

Those professed guides to the way of eteroal life, who 
are daily employed in the scandaloua and criminal art of 
reducing intellectual beings to a level with the brutes 
that perish, drag about with them a load of guilt which 
their loud professions of piety can never lighten. The 
superiority of their own narrow and selfish views being 
praolicallff asserted over the benign and comprehensive 
dictates of Holy Writ, at once proclaim their presump- 
tion, if not their hypoarisy. To preach while they offend 
is the usual policy of confirmed sinners. Some profesa 
principles which they abhor ; and others commend doc- 
trines which they discourage, Religion, when its general 
spirit is practically set at nought by its avowed friends, 
is more mjured than by the open scoffer ; because reli- 
gion is thuB exposed to the shafts of the infidel by their 
inconsistencies,. — inconsistencies as disastrous to their 
own true jnterosta as they are afflictive to the cause of 
Gfod. Infidels, indeed, ai* inoffensive characters, in com- 
parison with those who profess religion, while they sanc- 
tion crime. Infidels do not whine and preach over some 
texts of Scripture, while they close their minds to the 
commands of others. They do not, like the clerical apo- 
logists for slavery in America, pretend to serve God, while 
they execute the will and receive the wages of the devil ! 
When members of Christian churches stamp with their 
seal the enormity of slavery, and refuse to speak of right 
and wrong in the language of truth, the insuppori»bly 
offensive fact is eagerly seized upon by the enemies of the 
Gospel, who, quickened into energy by the keen dislike 
wliich they hear to its moral restraints, seek every oppoiv 
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tiinity to bring contempt on its holy iiamo. " It is 
doiibtlesa true," aaya the Rev, C. Finney, in his Lectures 
on Eevivak, " that one of the reasons for the low Btate of 
religion at the present time, ia, that many churches have 
taken the wrong aide on the anhject of slaveiy, have Eoif- 
fered prejudice to prevail over principle, and have feared 
to call this abomination by its true uama" In America, 
a& elsewhere, there are too many persons more disposed 
to form their estimate of Christiauity by contemplating it 
througli the medium of its professors tha,n in the only 
legitimate way. Tliey do not see, or wish to pei-suade 
themselves into not seeing, that the inconsistencies of men 
can have no proper intinencc on the decision of the 
matter. Feeling no inclination, abstractedly, to study 
the scriptures, " whether these things be so or not," they 
view religion through its abuses, as a much shorter and 
easier way of arriving at the conchisions they desire. 
But the veriest tyn> in logic ought to know, that the 
abuse of a thing is no argument f^ainst the thing itself. 
The only legitimate object of inquiry is, not the discord- 
ance between men's preaching and practice, but, "What 
saith the scriptures?" "To the law and to the testi- 
mony; if they speak not according to this word, it ia 
because there is no light in them." (Is. viii., 20.) 

To this law and to this testimonj', appeal has now been 
made against the dogmas of the pro-slavery party in 
America. It is a subject so intimately connected with 
the dearest rights of man, in every quarter of the globe, 
that all ought to feel desirous of attaining correct viewa 
regarding it. To this end, it has been shown from the 
Bible, not in the narrow abridgment made of it by alave- 
dealers, but in that fulness of extent in which it was 
promulgated by its Divine Author, that the whole system 
of American slaveiy rests on the cormptiona of earth, 
and derives no sanction from the doctrines of heaven. 
"All scripture ia given by inspiration of Giod, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for correction, for reproof, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thorouglilff futiiiihed unto every good word 
AND WOKK." Whenever an apparent interest and a real 
ojie present tiemselves to the choice, scriptiire is always 
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clear in its persuasion against the former, and in its 
direction, to.the latter. The mild and amiable clitu'aj:ter 
of Chriatianity, when feirly drawn from the whole tenor 
of Revelation, affords no countenance to slarery, nor 
fiimishes a single apology for the perpetration of any 
other kind of wrong. Its sanctions are confined to 
"whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are juat^ whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely and of good report." It 
does not, like the philosophy of the Ancients, a^dres;! 
itself exclusively to the opulent and the powerful, the 
wise and the cultivated; but, with a noble principle of 
equalized charity, and an expansive spirit of universal 
benevolence, it consults both the present and the eternal 
welfare of the indigent as well as the wealthy, accommo- 
dates its language to the understanding, and developa 
its wisdom to the contemplation of all. It is a religion 
which chartera the brotherhood of the universe, and seals 
the free existence of man,— a rcligiou which blends Mercy 
with Justice, ajid leads Duty into the path of Eactitude. 
The exalted precepts which it enjoins are written "as 
with a snn-beam," and sacredly prosper under the super- 
intendence of Him, who, being " no respecter of persons," 
frowns equally upon the oppressor of the black man as of 
the whit*. 

In censuring the attempt to connect such a perfectly 
harmonious system of morality with the grossness oi' 
slavery, I may have been led into expressions which some 
may deem harsh and uncharitable ; but, without desiring 
to sanction any departure from the strict hne of Christian 
urbanity, I would observe, that it is difficult for any one, 
who feels and reasons rightly, to dwell on the peculiar 
enormity of American slavery, without the utmost indig- 
nation beuig excited. This indignation is also further 
heightened liy the fact of so many professing Christians 
in that country joining in the execrable conspiracy againgt 
everything that is worthy and commendable on the side 
of the negro, and for everything that is withering to hia 
best feelings and his brightest hopes 1 If, therefore, these 
enemies of their fellow-men have been reproved with 
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severity, I have certainly not sacrificed truth to passion. 
Tlieae pages do not contain a syllable against them which 
they do not deserve, — deserve according to iheir own 
declarations, their own words, and their own deeds. 
"Woe unto the world, hecause of offences! for it must 
needs he that offences come. But woe to that mah bT 

WHOM THE OFFENCE COMETH." (Matt. XVIII., 7.) 
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